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Prez Sez.,.

Philippe Kahn's Visit -

Many thanks to all those people who made Philippe
Kahn’s visit possible. Meetings like that take a lot of
extra effort and if I named all the people who worked
behind the scenes to make jt happen, if would fill up
this entire column of the newsletter. Again, thank
you.

Two years ago, Borland gave us a copy of Paradox to
help us keep our members. Tt was a great improve-
ment over the previous software product that we
used. At the January meeting, t:xfi gave us a copy of
Paradox 3.0 to work with. Thank you Borland and
thank you Philippe.

Two Magazines Cease Publication

Two magazines ceased publication at the end of 1988
and both will be missed by the PC community. ,

The first was TURBO TECHNIX published by Bor-
land and edited by Jeff Duntemann. This magazine
was unique in that it was devoted to giving examples
of how to do things with each of the Borland
products.

The second was Micro/Systems Journal published by
M & T Publishing and edited by Sol Libes. Sol Libes
and family published this magazine for eight years
which has to be a record. [t was originally devoted
to 5100 machines and the CP/M operating systeou.
Like the first magazine, it was a good source of "how
to" information.

Membership Cards Arrive

After two and one-half years of work, we finally got
the membership cards. Unless your membership was
up for rerewal in January, you should have gotten a
card in the mail along with an announcement about
the January meeting. (See Reagan’s article else-
where.)

We have wanted the cards for two reasons. First, it
makes the drawing at the main meetings easier. For
those of you that weren’t at the Januvary meeting, you

— —_—

now need to have your membership card to par-
ticipate in-the drawings at the main meeting.

Second, several local computer stores have said that
they would give our members discounts if we had a
card. We'll be going back to those stores to see if
they were serious about their offer.

As you renew your membership, we’ll print you a
new card. To save on postage, we'll bring the new
cards to the front desk at the next meeting. If you
don’t pick your card up at that meeting, it will be
nnauledp to you the week E)llowing the meeting.

Finally, I would like to thank the people at 6B Labels
who helped us get the cards. Several of the com-
panies that we ordered from went out of business
before they could complete the order. It took a lot of
telephoning and follow-up to locate our current sup-
plier. 6B Labels did most of that. Thank you.

Renewing Your Membership

I have been the person that empties the group post
office box for the last four years. [ see all the mem-
bership renewals that come through the box and I'd
like to make a couple of comments.

Please update your information the next time you
renew. We would like to have a current address and
telephone number on each of you.

Our newsletter goes out at bulk rate which means
that it can’t be forwarded. We have an agreement
with the US Postal Service to buy back undeliverable
newsletters. That means that we rely on them to give
us your new address. If you move and want to con-
tinue to get the newsletter, you are probably better
off sending us a change of address rather than
hoping that the Postal Service gives us your new ad-
dress correctly.

If the newsletter comes back as undeliverable and the
Postal Service doesn’t give us a new address, we stop
sending out your newsletter until we hear from you.
The most common reason for non-delivery is that we
have your street address but not your apartment or
office number. The postal service needs both to
deliver the newsletter. >
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Borland’s Turbo Debugger
Reviewed by Phil Chamberlain

Borland has a winner! Or maybe three, or four. The
new Turbo Assembler, Turbo Pascal 5.0, and Turbo C
20 all contain “integrated source-level" debuggers.
Each of those products merits a review in itself. But

the really slick product is.the stand-alone Turbo

Debugger Ver. 1.0,

I've worked with a number of deb-ugger programs,
starting with the very first DOS “Debug”, then Neil
Bennett’s TraceB6, through TDebug (the public

Prez Sez.... continued

We have had a long standing policy on renewals that
doesn’t get mentioned enough. If you renew before
the month in which your membership expires, you

get 13 months of membership instead of 12! We base -

the date of receipt of the renewal as the date I pick it
up at the box. I currently pick up the post office box
at least once a week.

The membership mailing list .

We used to publish a list of the members of th
NTPCUG in the newsletter at least once a year. We
also sold our mailing list 0 a couple of companies.
After several bad experiences, we stopped letting
anyone have our list of members.

Recently, several companies like Lotus have asked us
to about using our mailing list. Their intent is to
offer a "special discount” on certain products to our
members. That presents us with a problem because
we feel like most of our members would like to get
that kind of mail.

Until we can get the renewal form changed, if you do
not want to be ever included in any mailing
generated from our list, would you please let us
know by writing a statement to that effect on your
renewal form.

If the board of directors approves, I would like to see
us selectively make our list available again. If you do
not want to be included in these mailings and you
are not ready to renew you membership, please drop
us a card at the P.O. Box or send me a message on the
Bulletin Board and we’ll mark your membership
record accordingly. We will try to only release the list
to companies with a well defined reason that will be
of benefit to the membership.

Jim a
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domain version), Kydor's product, Periscope, and
TDebug+4.0 from Turbo Power Software. (No, I've
never used Microsoft’s CodeView). So whats so
good about Turbo Debugger?

Well, first of all it's FPAST. Not quite so fast with
floppies as with a hard disk, because there may be
quite a bit of disk activity during a debugging session.
Otherwise, there is only one thing that slows it down
(more on that later).

© Second, it’s versatile and complete. What would YOU
" like to have in a debugger program? Qdds are Turbo

has it.

Finally, it is relatively easy to use. I say "relatively”
because in order to make full use of its abilities, a
programmer benefits from being really proficient in
the high-level language being used, and also at least
reasonably conversant with Assembler Language.

Literally everything in the program works from both
pull-down menus and "hot keys". I should warn you,
that while this is a fairly lengthy article, it really only
hits the "high spots" of all the features found in Turbo
Debugger.

For those not acquainted with “debuggers”, a
debugging program is normally some type of shell,
interposed between DOS and the program being
debugged, that enables a programmer to examine the
actual operation of his program in rather minute
detail. As a general rule, "debugging” is not utilized
on a complete program, but only on certain
troublesome spots where the logic the programmer
thinks he has written into the program isn’t what is
really happening. This can be true with very low
level languages, such as Assembler, and also with the
most sophisticated "C" compilers.

In running a program with the Turbo Debugger, there
is always an “Instruction Pointer” pointing at the next
line of source code that will be executed. The only
way it moves is by executing the line. The regular
CURSOR is also on the screen, but it can be moved
anywhere, with the normal cursor control keys, to
roam around in the code. This feature permits you to
"look at" variables, structure, etc., without losing your
place in the program.

Examining the Program and Its Components

In discussing what the program will do, let’s start
with what you can LOOK at. The screen is initially
divided into two windows — a large one showing the
source code and a smaller "Watch" window that lets
you watch the current values of any variables you
care to constantly monitor. The principle advantage
of this "Watch" window is that it does not overlay the
source-code window. >
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Using these two windows and additional windows
that you create, you can examine at least these things:

- A'list of all the modules used in the compiled pragram.

- The source files for any or all of these modules, if the source
files exist. If the source files don't exist, or the debugger can't
find them, It shows you the assembier code.

- A list of all the {unctions, procedures, and variables used, with
their addresses and ¢urrent values. ALL source modules are
included in this grand list, and the list, of course, shows the
variables for each module.

- "Local® symbols when you're racing inside a subroutine that
uses them. .

- The “disassembled” machine language code for anything in
your program, including the compller's fibrary code and DOS
code itself. .

- The "stack", either by a symbolc represantation of the
subroutines that have been called so that you can examine your
lirkage back to tha main program — or the actual machine |
fanguage stack. The symbolic stack also shows you the values
of the parameters, if any, that were passed to each subroutine
that has been called.

- The structure and content of files used by the program being
debugged.

- Values of all the CPU registers and flags.

- Any area of memaory, in Hex or ASCil

- All the breakpoints that have been set, and the conditions
undaer which a break will acour,

- A log of the Important things that have happened during the
debugging session.

- The value of expressions that are not even part of your
program| You can "Evaluate® anything that elther the program or
your programming language can recognize!

The fascinating part of all this is the WAY you can
look at any of these items. You can pull one of them
up on the screen, examine it (change it if it’s
changeable) and then get rid of it. Or, you can create
a window for the item, and leave the window open.
There seems to be no practical limit to the number of
windows you can have open at one time. I've had as
many as 15. Nor is that particularly unwieldy.
Obviously, some windows overlay others. But you
can cycle through the windows in sequence, and the
"active" one overlays all the others. Or you can jump
directly to a window that is further down in the
sequence, and IT overlays all the others. You can
“close” any of the windows without affecting those
that were opened either earlier or later. You can
change the size of a window, and/or move it to a
different location on the screen. AND, get this, — you
can "Zoom" any window to take up the full screen,
leave it that way, or "Zoom" it back down to its
original size.

"Structured” or 'Record" types defined in your
program can be examined in their entirety, with each
of the field labels and values listed. If the structure
are made up of other structures, those sub-structure
may also be easily examined.

AND, as you run your program, any variables that
change will change in all of the active windows
simultaneously! What you seen in every window is
the current state of the program!
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Your program’s oufput to the monitor is treated just
as another screen. Or, should you be fortunate enough
to have two monitors, you can put the debugger on
one and your program output to the other.

Running Your Program

In debugging your program, there are a number of
ways to operate it

- Continuously — just the way it normally executes.

- One source code LINE at a time, stopping after aach line.
(Two or more statements on the sama line are still treated as
one line}

- One source code lina at a time with a pause after each line
and then a continuation to the next lina. (You set the length of
time of the pause, from 0.1 to 25 seconds).

- Step through subroutings ona source code line at a time, or
executs the entire sbbroutine without stopping.

- Continuously to the line in the program wheve the cursor is
located.

- Gontinaously to the first effective Breakpoint.

- One machine language Instruction at a time.

- Continuously until a specified variable changes to a specified
logical value.

- Continuously until any byte In a specified range of memory
changes.

Those last two conditions do make the debugger run
quite slowly, because the variable or memory
locations are checked after every instruction is
executed to see if they have changed.

Very worthy of note is the fact that you can restart the
program at any time without destroying any of the
windows or other data things you have set up — and
not even lose the place in the program where you
stopped to restart it!

Breakpoints

You can literally set a breakpoint anywhere in your
executable code. These things are true for every
breakpoint. It can

- be created by line number, symbolic name of a subroutine,
memory address, or from the location of the cursor,

- bo elther enabled or disabled.

- be set to cause a break only if a specific condition [s either true
or false.

- be set lo cause a break only after tha breakpoint has been
reached a specific number of times (such as in a loop)

- cause a line of code that you enter, external to your program,
to be executed before the program continues. This is great for
making small patchas without having to recompile!

- ba clearsd.

Entering Symbols for Inspection and/or Change

One of the many things that makes this program easy
to use is that you rarely need to type in the name of
anything. If you want to examine the value of a
variable, you can simply put the cursor on its name in
the source code, and that's what will be inspected. If
you go to another part of the program but want to
look at that same variable again, it has been

»
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“remembered"” in a list. You can just "cursor” it off the
list.

Although variables are normally displayed in the for-
mat in which they were defined in the program, you
can easily display them in another format.

Some Special Features and Considerations

There are so many different options that you may use

in installing and using this debugger, that it is impos- "

sible to list them all in a brief review. The "Installa-
tion" program permits you to set a wide range of dif-
ferent options — and most of them may also be
modified as you run the program. Following are just
a few of the more important (or attractive) ones.

- It you have an 80386 machine, the debugger can use the

hardware features of the CPU.

- Thete is a utility for converting filas compiled by Microsoft

compllers from Codeview to the Turbo Dabugger.

- There is provislon for “remote” debugging, via a Com [ine.

- There are several very useful utility programs, particularly

those for handling the symbol maps — either adding them to

your _EXE file, or stripping them off.

- The program will run in 43- or 60-line mode, if you are using

an EGA or VGA monitor — and It uses Extended Memory If it Is

available.

- You can issue DOS commands via a shell while in the

Debugger.

- EMS memory can be usead for the symbol tables,

Memory Requirements

The Debugger itself requires 256K bytes of memory.
This obviously place some restrictions on the size of
the object program that can be debugged, and may
require that the source be broken down in several
modules as well. In my own experience, I have had
no problems with this as yet. My source codes are
quite modular, and the largest .EXE file I have at-
tempted to debug has been 180K.

Problems

Most software debuggers make use of the "stack" ~
as opposed to relatively expensive "hardware" debug-
gers, (such as one of the Periscope models) that re-
quire their own expansion board, but contain much
of the debugging program, registers, etc. in their own
on-board memory. If your code does unexpected or
unusual things with the stack, you can disrupt the
operation of the debugger. 1 have been able to do
this with the Turbo Debugger. Otherwise, I have as
yet to discover any problems with the product.

Summary

If you program with Borland’s products, you really
can’t miss with the Debugger. If you program with
other products, you should at least investigate it,
since it should work with any compilers that produce
a symbol table in the same format as Microsoft and
Borland.

Phil a
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Accessing the NTPCUG
Bulletin Board--for First-time
- Users
by Andrine Stricherz

The instructions in this article really are for the
novice BBS (bulletin board) caller and are for getting

- into the BBS. Once you get into the BBS, you will be

guided through it by a menu system. I am not a
communications expert, but I have accumulated
enough knowledge in this area to be able to get into
various bulletin boards.

The NTPCUG BBS was the first one [ tried to access
and at that time I really wished that there were some
kihd of written instructions to help me. Therefore, 1
volunteered to write something to assist other
beginners.
As of this writing, in order to use the NTPCUG BBS,
you must be an NTPCUG member and must first
have obtained a password. You can request a
password by sending your name to:

NTPCUG

109 Spanish Village, #6803

Dallas, TX 75248-4486
You, the BBS novice, may know that there are
numerous communications- software packages
available and that you will need one of these in
order to access the BBS. The package that I used for
this article is "PROCOMM PLUS TEST DRIVE". My
reason for using it here is that it is the only package
with which I am familiar, but it comes highly
recomunended by many communications experts and
is available for trial use at the NTPCUG Disk of the
Month (DOM) table for $2.00, so even if you decide
Jater that you would rather buy another package, it
won'’t cost you much to try it.

When you buy the DOM diskette, it will have the
PROCOMM files in a condensed version—they are
"crunched” in order to fit them all on one diskette.
Before using them you will have to "uncrunch” the
file, PCPLUSTD.ARC. To do this, the DOM group
provides a program called PKXARC.COM on the
PROCOMM diskette. In the following paragraphs, |
will put actual computer commands which you will
need to key in. Sometimes you will need to key in
exactly what | indicate—in that case, what I type will
be in all uppercase letters. I will indicate a carriage
return (or pressing the “ENTER” key) by the
combination, <cr>. Explanatory information and
instructions will be in uppercase/lowercase mixed
(like this sentence).

»
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Since most new users today purchase systems with a
hard disk, I am going to give instructions for a hard-
disk system.

Okay, let’s get started! Put your diskette into Drive
A or Drive B. In my example, I'll use Drive B.
Before "uncrunching” our files, we need to create a
subdirectory on Drive C where well place them.
Key in:

C: <> {(Go to Drive C)
CD\ <cr> (Change to the Root Directory)
MD PLUSTD <or> (Make a subdirectory called PLUSTD)
B: {Go 1o Drive B)
PKXARC -E PCPLUSTD CAPLUSTD <cr>
3 (Unerunch the files and put them on
Drive C In the PLUSTD subdirectory)
C: <cr> {(Go to Drive C)
CD\PLUSTD <> {Change-to the PLUSTD subdirectory)
DIRW <cr> (to make sure your files are there)

Now, after making sure your modem is turned on
and ready to go, you need to set up your
PROCOMM package to fit your PC/modem/phone
configuration, so let's get into the program by keying
in:

PCPLUSTD <cr> {This Is how you'll normally get into
the program unless your PC has a
menu system)

<cr> (2 timas to get you past the Logo

& Introductory screens)

As you learn more about PROCOMM, you will want
to change various items, such as the sound effects,
the "exploding windows", etc., but for now, unless
you have a pulse phone line rather than a touch-tone
one, you shouldn’t have to change any of the setup
options. Since there may be a few pulse lines left be-
sides mine, though, let’s look at that option by
keying in:
ALT-S (Hold down the ALT key and press “S")
You will be presented with a main menu of 10 setup
optons. Select MODEM OPTIONS with a <cr> and
the submenu, GENERAL OPTIONS, with a <cr>.
Here, key in "B" (without quotes) to reach the "Dial-
ing command"” line, and leave "ATDT" if you're using
a touch-tone phone or key in "ATDP" <cr> for a
pulse phone. That's all you need right now, so press
the ESC key twice, move the cursor to SAVE SETUP
OPTIONS and hit a <cr>. Then press ESC to exit the
setup menus.

Now we'll select the line settings by keying in:

ALT-P

3 (for-a 2400 baud modem—adjust as needed)

ALT-N (to select Parity af NONE, 8 data bits & 1 stop bit)

F1 {Press the F1 function key to designate your
modem as the COM1 ponrt; it you have a serial
printer, your modem is probably COM2)

ALT-S (lo save the settings and exit)
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Next we'll set up an entry in PROCOMM’s Dialing
Directory for the NTPCUG

B88S. Kay In:

ALT-D (Then move cursor down to a line with no name or

phone numbser.)

R (“Revise Entry"—this Is used lo add an enfry, t0o)

NTPCUG 8BS «<cr> (or any name you choase)

817-461-0506 <cr> (or 817-481-0425)

Move cursor to 2400 <cr> (ar 1200 if your madem
won't handle a Baud Rale of 2400)

Move cursor 1o NONE <cr> (Parity)

8 <cr> (Data Bits)

1 <> (Stop Bit)

Move cursor to FULL <cr> (Duplex)

<> skip the Script entry)
‘Move cursor to XMODEM <cr> Protocof)

Move curser to ANSI <> (Terminal Emulation)
<cr> v (4 imes b accapt the defaults for the 3 questions
- and to dial the BBS entry)

When you get in, you will see what looks like a
Corinthian column along with some introductory in-
formation about future NTPCUG meetings, etc. Then
you will be prompted for your first name, last name
and password. Key these in very carefully and that
should get you in. Then follow the menus to browse
through the BBS. After using the BBS a few times,
you'll probably want to change to "Expert” mode at
the Main Menu—this will shorten the menus consid-
erably. Have fun!

Andrine o

Bulletin Board phone numbers are:

(817)461-0425 Metro
(817)461-0506 Metro

To access the BBS from other than Area Code 817 you
must dial Area Code 817. Thisz is not a toll call from
other areas of the Metroplex since these are Metro
numbers.

Election Results

As a result of elections held at the
January meeting, the following officers
were installed:

President Jim Hoisington
President-Elect Zack Portertisid

Board of Directors:
Reagan Andrews
Phil Chamberiain [
Sid Nolte
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What's happening on the BBS
David Nail

If you haven’t Jogged in to the BBS lately, you may be

in for a surprise. The NTPCUG BBS Study Committee
ha::ccl[uietly made some significant changes to the
board’s performance and ease of use. And I under- *:.
stand more improvements are in the works! Kudos
to this group of hard working volunteers!

From:the ALL SIG conference

Message # 16 From: Dan Marmion Sent on; 12/12/88 12:31 pm
Subject Reply: 18M AT WANTED

I'm tired of all this virus hype, too. Unfortunately, it isn't going to
go away as long as the popular press keeps hyping it. Startext
subscribers thls month recaived a eopy of Ink that contains a
page-long article perpetuanng the scare. The mass media love
this sort of thing—it's high- tech, it's (electronically) violent, it's
scary. If they could somehow figure a way to get sex in it as
well they'd be in heaven.

SayHey
Dan

Massage # 22 From: John Taber Senton: 12/18/88 8:57 pm
Subject: Raply: IBM AT WANTED

| wasn't going 1o say anything but | think | will. I'm tired of these
seare storios too, The virus stories are only the latest in this
genre. Does anybody remember the computer vote fraud scare
of the late 60s and early 70s? Then there was the computer
crime bullblesp scare of the late 70s. The media loved it Even
Walter Cronkite (anybody remember Uncle Walt?) announced a ,
"computer” arime on CBS. | did considerable research on
so-called computer crime. Congress got into the act, and was
working on a blll to make computer crime a Federal crime.
Trouble was the bill was so poorly drafted that almost anything
could have been a compulter (including pocket calculators) and
almost anything a crime. It could have put most programmers in
the slammer for 15 years| For drawing a Snoapy calendar, or
playing tic-tac-toe, without permisslon. | called one newspaper
editor to ask why a story was headlined "computer theft* (the
computer wasn't involved). Basically, he told me that it gave the
story more pizazz.

( documented my research. You guys might like to leok |t up.
Try "On Sonate Bill 270" in Computer/Law Joumal, 1878, and “A
Suwvay of Computer Crime Studies” in Camputer/Law Joumal,
1980. In essence, what } found was that computer crime
scarcely exlists (I found two real cases out of almost 300 that {
studied).

Of course, virusas aren't exactly the same as computer ¢rime,
but the hype smells the same. Be on guard for laws being
proposed to give us “protection” that are not necessary, and that
we don't want.

John K. Taber

Message # 26 From: John Taber Sent on: 12/27/88 7:20 pm
Subject: Modem Virus Appears to be Hoax

The modem virus that rides modem subcarriers, reported in this
forum, appears to be a hoax. ! read the first report of this virus
-~ from one of tha big networks, not sure which, but a Unix
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system, maybe ARPANET or BITNET. The signature of this
“report” is Mike Rochenle, a dead glveaway as hoax. Mike
Rochenle = Micro channel, Har, kar. So far as | can tell from
the tone, it appears to be written by somebody exasperated with
virus stories, and testing to see just how gullible the industry Is.

Johin K. Taber

Message # 36 From: Leroy Tennison Sent on: 01/04/89 12:42 am
Subject: The IBM AT WANTED virus.

| have been following the virus commentary on this and an
amusing thought came 10 mind. It seems that many would
prefer that the virus subject would just go away. However,
whenever | see one message which mantions a virus | usually
see saveral replies deploring the constant discussion about it. It
seams that the replies are self defeating by keeping the
discussion galng. The amusing thought which came to mind was
this. | could do my small part in helping produce silence on the
subject by DELETING the messages (and replies to sama)
conceming virl on this SIG. Any oblections? By the way, | am
not taking aboul making this a standing policy. | am asking
about how you would feel If | deleted the virus related messages
under the IBM AT WANTED heading.

Message # 37 From: Fred Williams Sent on: 01/04/89 10:11 am
Subject; Reply: The IBM AT WANTED virus.

Humm, the First Amendment covers most all forms of
communication | belleve. Seriously | personally see ne reason to
“Censor" messages, othar than "poar taste or illegal content™.

One other approach is 1o allow the subject to “talk itself to
death”, which | feet is beginning to occur related to the current
subject. There have been so many unfounded rumors that even
the press appears to be losing interest.

Ever heared the story about the litle boy that cried wolf?
Fred

(Warming: This message contains & subbliminat
virus which causes huge spetling erors. Read
with extream cautionl)

From the C SIG conference

Message # 2 From: Fred Williams Sent on; 12/07/88 9:05 am
Subject: Reply: C & Arrays of Pointers to Char

Waell, | reseaally hate to say this, BUT, like it or not, the best
language for business programming (bean counter, human
resources, and etc.} (you know? the really boring stuff) Is and |
do fear will always ba, as long as thare are third generation
languages. Dare | say it hera? COBOL.

Now Andrew, that is the kingd of statement you make to really
start 'em screaming!

Fred

Message # 3 From: Stan Milam Sent on: 12/07/88 7:49 pm
Subject: Reply: C & Amays of Pointers to Char

Fred is right, the best business language there s, is COmmon
Bousiness Oriantad Language. BUT noton a PC. On the PC |
have not seen a COBOL comgiler that produces fast or compact
code yet. it wastes the PCs limited memory and disk space.
Best business tangauge on the PC is Pascal.
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Message # 4 From: Kent Gobb  Sent on: 12/07/88 9:43 pm
Subject: Reply: C & Arrays of Pointers to Char

Interesting how you can read a message with a title like this
one, and find a discussion of COBOL Hmmm ... | can ses it
now ... the cover of People magazine, plastered with a photo of
Phitippe Kahn and Grace Hopper at Studio 54 (are they still
around?), and the announcement of

TURBO GCOBOLIIRIRMY

Disrgds,
Kent

Message # 6 From: Fred Williams“ Sent on: 12/08/88 7:13 am
Subject: Reply: C & Amrays of Pointers to Char

What is this? Kent, have you got inside information, or what?

Last | heard it was going to be TURBO FORTRAN '66, with
integrated development environment, naturally.

1 have noted on BBS's, the longer a message thread lasts, the
further the message content drifts from the original tite. Fact is,
some Usenet usars have started retitling later massages with a
refarence to the original title in arder to “realign” the title with
current massage content.

Soon we will be able to refitte this thread as "Everybody's Baby
Duck Language".

Fred

Message # 23 From: Leroy Tennison Sent on: 12/12/88 11:30 am
Subject: Reply: C & Amrays of Pointers to Char

Fred, thanks for speaking the sober truth, With all its imitations,
( tend to agree about COBOL being the COmmon Business
Oriented Language. In many ways I'd prefer PL/1 but [ have to
admit that | want ONLY well disciplined PL/1. Sesing as how.
that may be an impossibifity, COBOL is winner by default.

From the COMM SIG conference

Message # 18 From: Paul Conway Sent on: 12/09/88 11:44 am
Subject: Everex 1200 - problem

1 have an Everex 1200 b?x modem. [t seams lo have gone
south on me, but if it's & simple fix | woutd like to fix it.

Problem: When | dial a bbs, the modem makas connection then
disconnects ma because | have the “phone off-hook®. This
‘teature’ of Evarex was designed so you could easily talk with
others who have the same modem.

| have tried gisconnacting the phone from the computer, leaving
the phone oft-hook- getting the message- then replacing the
phone on hook apain. Every ﬁossible non-hardware solution |
could think of. | will this weekend pull the board and look for
oose wires and mice.

If anyone has had a similar problem, please call me metro
{817)-654-xxxx and leave a message... or Isave a memo here.

Any and all help is appreciated,

P.C. Conway
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Message # 20 From: Charles Carter Senton: 12/09/88 2:56 pm
Subject: Reply: Everex 1200 - problem

Paul,

You might have a software problem, rather than hardware. Try
Procomm or Qmodem instead of bitcomm. There may be a
hardware problem, bu, if the software never checks for the
"phone oft hook* then it should go ahead as If nothing were
wrong.

Charles
Message # 21 From: Leroy Tennison Sent on: 12/12/88 11:51 am
Subject: Reply: Everax 1200 - problem

Paul, | use an Exerex 1200 Baud Modem with Bitcom and
haven't had your problem (yet!) so theoretically the software
works. Anather sourcs to consider for your problem is the
telophone company. Has your modam/software combination
ever workgd? That may eliminats 2 lot of possibilities.

From the PRO SIG conference

Message # 36 From: Kent Cobb Senton: 01/02/86 1:18 pm
Subject: Reply: Ranaming this Sig

| didr't think of it when wa were making the change, but it
seams obvious In refrospect With the usual nature of the
discussions here, we should have created an Anti SIG 1o
complement it.

Maybe next time.
Kent

Massage # 39 From: Stuart Yarus Sent on: 01/08/89 4:48 am
Subject: Reply: Renaming this Sig

You keep my Aunty out of thislll

From the HARDWARE SIG conference

Message # 8 From: Rex McAnally Sent on: 12/07/88 9:18 am
Subject: Hyundai Question

| am considering geting a Hyundai 286 system for my Dad.
Has anyona had any exparience with the Hyundal PCs. The
one being considered is from Soft Warshouse ($658).

Thanks...
Rex

g e e e o
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Message # 11 From: Leroy Tennison Sent on; 12/12/88 12:17 pm
Subject: Reply: Hyundai Question

Rex, if the price differential is not 100 great and your dad lives
anywhere near a city with a CompuAdd store | would strongly
encourage you to consider them. We bought saveral from them
about  months ago. We have had some problems but their
service atlitude has been excellent. It truly is “Service with a
smile”. When we have taken things in there hasn't been any
arguing or inordinate delays In getting things fixed. They have
been very cooperative.

From the LAN SIG conference

Message # 6 From: Chris Bohn Sent on: 12/16/83 511 pm
Subject: Ethernet Hasts

| need to find a'board for a PC o ba the host machine for a
small ethernet that | need to hook up. What | need to do Is to
link two different machines together-and the solution that | have
come to prefer uses an ethernat to link the two difforent
machines together, but neither machine can do anything but be
a node on the ethemet (neither can be hosts). At the location
there are a variety of PCs at the site that | may use. My need is
Immediate, as in the week befare Christmas. [ am not sure if |
am using the correct terminology, so any help would ba helpful.

Thanks Much : Chris 8ohn

Message # 7 From: Pete Testa Senton: 12/16/88 7:47 pm
Subject: Reply: Ethemet Hosts

My first thought Is to ask if you're going to put more machines
on this network, and what do you want to do with the connacted
machines. Also, how ditferent are they? There are many other
ways to connect PCs through serial ports that are cheaper than
networks, that is It money is of any concern.

If you still want to go Ethernet, 3 COM is looking very good
these days.

Why don't you catch me at the COMM SIG at Infomart. ’
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From the LOTUS SIG conference

Message # 8 From: Mark Gruner Sent on: 12/13/88 9:48 pm
Subject: LOGS

There is also is a set of functions within 1-2-3 to work with logs.
To caleulate the log of a number use the @LOG(A) function
which uses base 10, To find the number comesponding to a log,
you have to use the exponant to calculate the number. For
instance @LOG(1000) Is equal to three. To reverse the process
from log to number the formula +1043 Is equal to 1000.

Many math enthusiasts prefer to use basa e which {s also called
the natural log. The number e is approximately 2.718282. To
calkeulate the natural log of a number use the @LN(A) function.
To convert the natural log back Into the actual number use the
@EXP tunction. For instance @LN(2.718282) Is approximately
fand @EXP(1) is approximately 2.718282.

Logs come in handy in a variety of situations. | have used
them on many occaslons In financlal spreedshests. Hope this

- helps to clear up soms questions that some users may have
about logs and 1-2-3 and/or Symphony.

Mark Gruner

Massage # 9 From: Jack Griffith Sent on: 12/23/88 11:36 am
Subject: Reply: LOGS

| overlooked the @exp{¥) function. Actually, the book | referred
to quickly did not note that @exp convened a log base e to the
oumber. Glad you got the “correct” value for a.

Last mesting, a member asked how to get fila names into a
spreadsheet for a macro. | assume the he is using 1-2-8.

About the anly way | can think of is to oeate a file in dos, say
'dir a: fistpm’ then later import this file into the spread sheet

Of course, with SYMPHONY, you only need to do a FilaTable
which impors a directory listing of flename.ext, date/time
stamps and file size Into 3 columns (already parsed - isn't that
spedial). Unfortunately, 1-2-3 doas not have the FileTable
equivalent commarnd yoL Maybe with release 3. a

"Real" NTPCUG Membership
Badges Return

or

January Stuffing Party Caps Efforts

January usually isn’t a big party month. ]an 1989
was ~ and marked the return of "real” m

badges for North Texas PC Users Group members
Return to the plastic-badge standard arrived when 1200+
new, NTPCUG membership badges were mailed to
members January 10, 1989. Getung the badges printed
and into the mail in time for the January 14th M
required Jots of volunteer effort. NTPCUG President Jim
Hoisington nurtured the project for more than a year.
When the badges finally arrived, Phil Chamberlain, SIG
Coordinator, and Rob Kolodner, Membership Chairman,
setup a pro toseamhthe(]ubdatabaseandlmprmt
the cards with member names and addresses on the card

carriers. Ron Kerr, PR/Advertising Director, hosted a

"stufﬁng Fany' January 9th to get the new membership

on the Philippe Kahn presentation at the

into envelopes for mailing to members.
ten volunteers for the effort:

s Connie Andrews, Volunteer Coordinator
e Reagan Andrews, Past President

}anuary Meetm
Ron was joined

» Timothy Carmichael, Program Committee,
o Phil Chamberlain, Board of Directors,

¢ Jim Hoisington, President,

¢ David McGehee, Club Secretary,

¢ Marie McGehee,

¢ Pete Testa, Comununications SIG Leader

e Connie Testa, Group Statistician,

s Stuart Yarus, CCD President, Past NTPCUG
President. a
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Editor’s Notes...

New Deadline

Everyone knows about the 15th of the month dead-
line for submissions to the newsletter? Sorry folks,
the addition of a staff to do the editing means that it
takes a couple extra days to pass your article to the

proper person and get it back edited. This means.

that we must push up the deadlire to the 13th of the
month. For this newsletter, about half the material
arrived the evening of January 15th. There was no
way we could handle that volume in 6 hours and get
it to John Pribyl by the morning of the 16th. Lets try
the 13th for a few months. Maybe after we work-out
our procedures we can relax it to the 14th or the 15th
again. The staff will appreciate your cooperation.
Thanks.

Note:

We will have a one-time deadlire of February
10th for the March issue. There are only three
weeks between the February and March meet-
ings. We will have to turn the reproducible
copy of the March newsletter over to the prin-
ter before the February 18th meeting!

Article Submission Success

The new computer we use for submitting newsletter
articles seems to be very popularl A number of
people have submitted articles I was not expecting,
and done it on the (gasp!) HP Unix (heresy!) com-
puter. Without any hitches too! Who said our mem-
bers weren’t sharp enough to adapt to a different
operating system? Keep up the good work and keep
those articles coming!

Standards

Bveryone agrees that computer standards are a good
thing. For one, they help everybody pull in the same
direction. They also help tripping from one applica-
tion or system to another with minimum pain. DOS
is a standard for micros. What would be like if every
brand of micro had a different proprietary OS?

Here at your newsletter staff we have been setting
some standards too. John Pribyl has standardized on
Ventura Publisher to turm out the beautiful layout
that you see. It should be more beautiful in the fu-
ture because Xerox has just donated Ventura Version
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2 and Professional Extension to the PC News for John
to use. John was smiling wher he picked up the
software. Why was John smiling?

We now have a newsletter staff of six or seven volun-
teers. If everyone used a different word processor,
chaos would reign. To reduce the chaos, we have
standardized on Microsoft Word. Microsoft has
agreed to donate Word V5 for all the staff, but as V5
stll hasn’t been released, we are struggling along
with V4. Also, we do a lot of file transfers back and
forth getting the newsletter together. It helps if
everyone uses the same com package, so we have
(more or less) standardized on Procomm (or in my
case, Procomm Plus). Some other com packages may
do more, but none other that I have seen can be used
without reading the directions like Procomm. Talk
about user-friendly software, that's Procomm.

Unfortunately (or fortunately, depending on your
point of view) everyone doesn’t use Microsoft Word.
We can get newsletter articles in every conceivable
format. What to do? Systems Compatibility Corp.
(SCC) produces a product called Software Bridge
which will translate word processor formatted files
between CEO Write, DCA/RFT, DEC WPS Plus, Dis-
playwrite, Microsoft Word, Multimate, NAVY DIF,
Samna Word, Sprint, Wang PC, WordMARC, Word
Perfect, Wordstar, and Volkswriter (whew!). Subsets
of this software which translates files to and from
Microsoft Word, Wordstar, or Word Perfect respec-
tively are available as Word Exchange, Star Ex-
change, and Perfect Exchange. Software Bridge sells
for $149 list, and the subsets for $69.95 list. The
translation between formats is almost perfect, failing
only when one word processor has a feature that is
not supported in another. SCC has donated a copy
of Software Bridge and Word Exchange to the PC
News to help translate all those other formats into
MS Word format. ] will be writing a review of the
package after we have used it for several months.
Looks like Word Exchange will be one of our stand-
ards too.

There will probably be others as time passes, but 1
thought some of you might be interested in what we
are doing now.

As the Bartels and James boys say, "Thanks for your

support.”
Jim Green a
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Disk of the Month

edited by Kathryn A Crawford

LI

Disk 321. PC-Write 3.01 (11/88) Word Processing by Quicksoft,
Secattle, WA. -3 disk set— Shareware fee = $89. Manuals
(450+pages) available direcily from Quicksoft for §35,which in-
cludes a User certificate without registration.

Users of PC-Write 2.71 will find this version famillar. lmprove-
ments made to the spelling checker are significant. Multi-column
formats are another useful improvement. 'The PRINT udlity js
now fully Integrated into the editor and if enough memory is
available this does speed the edil-print-edit transidons. -

Key features of this version are:

—the file size Is limited only by available DOS memary

- lel column tormats can be edited on screen

—box marking, copy, move and delete boxed text

—Integrated print and edit functions

—custorn help screens for beginners, Intermediate and
advanced users

—better spelling guesses, showing all the guesses on screen

~-suppon for networks and extended keyboards.

The PC-Wrile Tutorlal and Quick Gudde, and the Help screens,
should help you do simple editing and get a feel for PC-Write.
The Tutorial has 18 pages and the Quick Guide, 75,

PC-Write {3 very programmable with many optlons, however you
will probably need to buy a manual ta do much programming.

Review prepared by Charles Carter.

e et M e e mm e A e M — - o m— == — - = -

Disk 322 GodSpeed 20 (9/88) - King James Gospel Search
Demo from Kingdom Age Software 1986 by Bryan G. Moore

Gospet Godspeed is a full function demo of a concor-
dance type biblical ubility. Gospel Godspeed is a highspeed tool to
search for book, verse, word, or a comblnation of any two to find
refereness in the first four Gospels of the King James version of the
New Testament.

For anyone who has used a concordance to find reference to a
word, passage, or doctrine in the Bible will find Godspeed very
useful. A search can be made by typing In "Joh" and the full verse
book of John is displayed. Typlng in “aross” would display that
the word Is found four times in the first four gospels ard would
display each verse the word was found in. Godspeed daims any
search can find the first reference in three seconds. This applies
not only to ihe demo, but the full version of the New Testament
and the whole Bible.

There are several new features that have been added since the pre-
vious version was released in February 1988, The major ones are:

- Menu bar along top for quick referenca.

- Redirect verses from the display to an output file.

- Access 1o the entire vocabulary if you mistype a search
word.

- Map which displays number of occumrences af search by
book.

This review prepared by Kenneth Loafman.

e
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Disk 323. Muld-Lingual Scribe 2.0 Word Processor for Ancient
Languages from Gamma Productions Inc.

This demo copy of Muld-Ungual Scribe (MLS) acts as a word
processor for several andent languages. As a demo copy only the
first two lines of each page are printable, and files are limiled to
2000 characters.

The product highlights include:

- Printar support for Corona-Epson, Epson FQ, Epson LQ,C-ltoh,
and IBM model printers

- Fonts tor Raman, Graek, Hebrew, Cyrillic and Arabic characters
- Font types support 40 or 80 characters per line

- Utilities to convert from Wordstar to ASCII, ASCl] to MLS, and
MLS 1.0 to MLS 2,

Word processing features include: search and replace (actually Hnd
and change), block moves, alphabet conversion -Ignore vowels or
vowel accents

This demo copy not only cripples the users ability to print within
the program but also disables BIOS interrupt 5 which allows print
screen functons. No documentatior is induded in the package
and no address {3 given for the author. The on-line help key Alt
F8 does not work but some information is avallable by typing the
flle "mishelp.dat”.

This review prepared by Jerry Sanders.

Disk 324. POWERKIT 1.8 (4/88) Keyboard wtilides by John H.
Brooks, Denver, CO., Central Data Services. Shareware fee =
$9.95. Available to registered users: PCjr version shareware fee =
$4.95, Advanced version shareware fec = $2.95

Do you want to change the repetition rate for repeating keystrokes,
jnvoke another macro generator, reassign keys, blank your sareen
after a prescribed idle ime or, unlock the many programs that get
locked up {which heretofore, only a power shutdown could clear)?
If your anawer ig yes, then this may be the program for you. And
there 1s a lot more, too.

A definite plus is Powerkit’s screen blank fadlity, and yes, it even
works o EGA systems. A negative {3 that if you like to enter
graphics from your numeric keyboard using the Alt-N, this feature
is destroyed. An Alt-258 single entry will present you with over
200 of those litde white smiling face jcons.

Documentation is fair and in abundance: a 10 p. manual and 12
more files will get you installed and up and running, You should
be aware that Powerkit is likely to conflict with other programs
that attempt to do the same functions. Also, pro that grab
the keyboard interrupt usually block this type of TSR from work-
ing, The HOOK command {which unlocks pr ) outwits
many of these problems; however, care should be used in evaluat-
ing program combinatons.

This review prepared by Harold E. Smith.

______________________________________

Disk 325. Micxo EMACS Text Editor 3.9p (3 disk set) Text Edit-
ing Systemn by Daniel M. Lawrence, Layfayete, ItL

MjcroEMAGS iz an extremely fast and flexdble tool for creating and
changing documents, programs, and other lext files; and it runs on
a variety of operating systems, Including PC-DOS, VMS, Several
flavors of UNIX, Commodore, Atari, etc. It is relatively easy for
the novice to use, but also very powerful in the hands of an expest.

»
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MicaoEMACS can be extensively customized for the needs of the
individual user. It is LIGHTNING FAST.

MicroEMAGS is a derivative of the MIT EMAGS editor. EMACS
was originally a text edjtor written by Richard Stallman at MIT in
the early 1970s for Digital Equipment computers. The full EMACS
(also available now, but too large to run on PCs) containg, among
other nicetles, a full LISP interpreter. MlcroEMACS is a scaled
down verston of EMACS written in "C" (source code is on disk 2)
which retains most of the more useful features of the full package.
This version of MicroEMACS is derived from code written by
Dave G. Conroy In 1985. Later modifications were made by Steve

Wilhite and George Jones. In December 1985 Danfel Lawrence '

took up the task of maintaining MiccoEMACS,

MicroEMACS allows several files to be edited at the same time.
The screen can be spiit into dlfferent windows, and text may be
moved freely from-one window to the next. ding on the
type of file being edited, MicroEMACS can change how it behaves
to make edlting simple. EdiHng standard text files, program, flles
and word processing documents are all'possible at the same tme.

There are extensive capabilities to make word processing and edit-
ing easier. These include commands for string searching and
repladng, paragraph reformatting and deleting, automatic word
wrapping, word move and deletes, easy case controlling, and auto-
matic word counls.

For complex and repetitive editing tasks editing macros can be
written. These maczos allow the user a great degree of flexibility

in determining how MicroEMACS behaves. Also, any and all the.

commands can be used by any keystroke by changing, or rebind-
ing, what commands various keys Invoke.

Spedal features are also available to perform a diverse set of
operations such as Ale encrypton, automatic backup file genera-
tion, entabbing and detabbing lines, executing operating system
commands and filtering of text through other programs (like SORT
to allow sorting text).

This package is MUCH more than you have 8y right to expect for
nothing. (I use MicroEMAGCS for most of the software | write)

This review prepared by Jim Green.

Disk 326. CheckFree 1.0 (10/88) Electronic Banking Program by
CheckFree Technologics, Columbns, Ohio

CheckFree i3 an electronic banking program designed to be used
with the CheckFree Electronic Banking Service provided by Check-
Free Technologies,Inc. CheckFree can be used with your present
bank and exdstng checking account, even If your bank does not
offer a computer banklng service.

Payments are processed through the Pederal Reserve system. You
can pay most of yours bills, even to individuals, through Check-
Free. You enter payment informaton into your personal com-
puter. Regular, repeating payments, such as mortgage payments
can be paid automatically every month. Other payments are made
only when you request that a payment be made. When you wish
to make a payment, you call a toll-free number, and your com-
puter sends the informaton by modem to CheckFree. The
software keeps track of all payments made through CheckFree,
and also permits the user to make eniries for checks he writes him-
self. All payments can be coded by expense categories, and
reports and budgets generated. The software also simplifies
balancing the checkbook when the bank statement arrives.
Security is assured by assigning the user both an account number
and a password. Proof of payment is in the form of a printed

11
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notaticn on your bank statement, or a draft returned with your
bank statement. If some of your creditors are also using Check-
Free Technologies for electronic account collecton services (1200
companies do), they will be pald by electronlc fund transfer
through the Pederal Reserve system. Other creditors will be pald
by drafts which are laser-printed and sent by CheckFree to the
payee. Some obligations might not be suitable for payment
through CheckFree, such as those that require you to accompany
your check with a payment coupon or other paperwork, as well as
payments that must be tendered at time of purchase.

This software hag been placed in the public domain, but will not
generally be of much use unless you sign up for the Electronlc
Banking Service, too. Registration for the service costs $29.95, and
monthly costs are $9.00 for up to 20 checks, and $3.00 for each
additional ten checks.

This review prepared by Preston Brashear,

Disk 327. The Bible. King James Version —8 disk set— Old and
New Testaments

This 8 disk set contalns the entire King James Version of the Bible,
both Old and New Testaments, In ARCed files. The King James
Version {3 the only verslon of the Bible that is in the public
domain. The TOTAL SIZE of the King James Bible is 4,581,410
bytes. The text is in ASCII format, 60 characters wide. You can
use your word processor to display and search the text.

Contents of the disks:

~OLD TESTAMENT (3,468,097 bytes)—

327A Genesis to Numbers 17

3278 Numbers 18 to tl Samue} 4
827C |l Samuel 5 to Il Chronides
327D Ezra to Psalms 139

327E Psaims 140 to Lamentations 2
327F Lamentations 3 to Malachi

—NEW TESTAMENT (1,033 313 BYTES)—

327G Matthew to Romans 7
327H Romans 9 to Revelation

This review prepared by Ben Weatherall.

Disk 328. Lotus Agenda DEMO A Self-Running Demonstration
Personal Information Manager by Lotns Development Corpora-
tion

Lotus Agenda i3 a personal jnformation manager, a new category
of software product designed to help organize and analyze infor-
mation. The information that you put into Agenda In ideas, tasks,
reminders, news, goals, plans, and notes of any kind. The infor-
mation can be entered manually or imported from outside sources.
The output of Agenda is organization of the informaton through
the use of categories or key words. Agenda also facilitates looking
at the information through Views which is how you look at the
data.

The unique feature of Agenda s that there is no need to setup any
structure of the data before putting the information into Agenda.
Agenda allows the user to add structure alter the informaton is
entered. The use of key words or categories can turn the random
{nformation into an organized and structured form so that the user
can make better and more informed decisions. >
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This disk contains a demonstration of Agenda, The demonstration
can be set to run automatically or controlled by the user. The disk
is part of the Agenda demo kit that can be ordered from Lotus for
approximately $10. This demo kit contains this disk, a second
three disk demo set that the user can use (but certain features are
unavailable), and documentation.

The demo starts by glving a general overview of Agenda. The
demo also Incdudes four examples. The first example is a self-sort-
ing notebook. The second example is use as a dedslon making
tool by using the filtering capabilities of Agenda. The third ex-

ample js managing people and projects which uses the capability .

to View the Information in many different ways to organization a

spedfic task. The final example Is managing client-oriented tasks
and information on the fly. ’

This review prepared by Mark Gruner.

Disk 329. AM-TAX for 1988 Federal Income Tax Preparation by
AM SOFTWARE, Kansas City, MO. Shareware fee = $20.

Registration includes telephone support and annual updates at
reduced cost.

AM-Tax I3 a software program designed to assist you In the
preparation of your 1968 federal tax return. For those with rela-
tvely simple tax situations, the shareware version may be all you
need to use.

There are three versions of AM-Tax: a shareware program and
two versions of the registered program. This i3 the shareware ver-
slon of AM-Tax. It can prepare a complete tax return congisting of
the Form 1040 and any of the Schedules (A, B,C, D, B, F, R, and
SE). The printed copy of the Form 1040 cannot be filed (you'll
need to transfer the Agures to an officlal form or use spedal pre-
printed forms or overlays). However, the shareware AM-Tax will
print all of the other Schedules in a format accepted by the IRS,
(Previous shareware versions of AM-TAX provided no way to
print the data except by repeatedly execuling Print Screen comy
mands.)

The “regular” AM-Tax version does all of the above. It also sup-
ports Forms2106, 2119, 2210, 2441, 3903, 4136, 4562, 6251, and 8615
and prints an IRS approved version of the Form 1040 on maost
Epson and [BM-compatible dot-matrlx printers. Registration for
this version i3 $45 the first year; cost to renew was $29.95 for
registered user of prior years.

The "advanced” versfon of AM-Tax is new for 1988. It was
developed for those that demand even more forms (3800, 4137,
4255, 4684, 8582, and 1040ES) and features. It can print an exact
replica of the Form 1040 on HP-compatible laser printers (T" font
cartridge requlred). The advanced version is distributed on two
diskettes and requires 320K and two disk drives.

AM-Tax is easy to learn, since it’s designed around the Federal
1040. Supporting documents are accessed by pressing the F6 key
when you're on a llnecalling for one of the schedules or forms in-
cluded in the AM-Tax program, General purpose workshests are
also available to enhance your record keeping. For instance, lo
keep a permanent tax record of your medical expenses, tell AM-
Tax to itemlze that line of the Schedule A, AM-Tax will add up
the expenses, transfer the total to the line itemized, and print a
detailed list for your records. Up to 50 lines of your tax return can
be ‘itemized’ and up lo 45 items can be listed on each worksheel.
You'll find many other useful features after reading through this
manual and trying the program.

This review prepared by Howard Hamillon.
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Disk 330, CRYPT (12/88) -3 disk set— Solve cryp-
tograms interactively. By NTPCUG member John
K. Taber, Roanoke, TX

CRYPT is a program for interactively solving cryptograms of the
simple substitution such as the simple ones found In
newspapers or the difficult ones found in the publications of the
American Cryptogram Soctety. The program has a full-screen
editor for eniry of aryptographlc lext, help saeens, and a pattern
dictionary. A pattern dicionary is a dictionary arranged by letter
patterns, and this allows CRYPT to use search and paltemm match-
ing functions at the user’s request to derive plausible plaintext
words. The user can enter plaintext letters under the dphertext
letters and try out possible solutions.

The program- has a professional feel, and Is very easy to use, even
for novices at cryptogram solving, The pattern dictlonary ap-
proach is so,powerfu, I found it more fun to try solving the ayp-
togram using only the. statistics the program computes and my
cut-and-iry ingenuity. Only when that falled, did I calt up the die-
Honary. The documentation provided is extensive and gll written.
The program menu refers to types of ciphers other than the simple
substitubon (the "Arstocrat”), but this version only supports the
latter.

This review prepared by John A. Thomas.

Disks Introduced at the January 1989
Meeting

Disk 331. Checkmate-GL 1.60 (7/88) Easy-to-Use General Ledger
Program by Custom Techrologies, Colorado Springs, CO.
Shareware fee = $39.95 + $3.00 for shipping and handling.
Registered nsers receive a complete illustrated user's guide, the
latest copy of the program, and are placed on a mailing list for
future releages.

Checkmate-GL is a full powered general ledger program that is
packed with features and is designed to be easy to use for both
personal finances and small businesses.

General ledger programs are not the type of program a user in-
stalis and starts to use immedlately because some preparation
work is needed. This preparatlon work incdudes reading the
documenlation, and creating a chart of accounts. A chart of ac-
ocounts has five major categories: assets, Uabjlitles, equilty, revenue,
and expenses. This prep work may take several days If you want
to get it done right the first Hme.

A unique feature of Checkmate-GL is that {t will interface with a
companion product called Checkmate which is a full featured
home finandal package to keep track of up to eight checking and
savings accounts. This abllity to work with Checkmate eliminates
the need to enter transactions twice which helps to eliminate data
entry errors.

Checkanate-GL Is very powerful and indudes many features In-
cluding intuitive pull-down and pop-up menus, support for up to
256 accounts simultaneously, powerful filtering capablillties to
generate reports, quick look reports, fully editable journal entries,
up to 50 predefined journal entries, pop-up chart of accounts, pop-
up calculator, and context sensitive on-llne help.

The reporting capabilides of Checkmate-GL are impressive. It has
"default” formats for the chart of accounts, balance sheet, monthly
and year-to-date income statements. These reports can be cus-
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tomized using any word processor since the reports are stored In
ASCII format. T was able to customize a balance sheet, two income
statements, and a chart of accounts will a littie work. Customizing
reports is not induded in the manual but is NDustrated through use
of varjables in the standard balance sheet and Income statement.

This review prepared by Mark Gnoter.

Disk 332 Checkmate 1.70A (7/88) Interacive Home Financial .

Program by Custom Technologics, Colorado Springs, CO.
Shareware fee = $29.95 + $3.00 for shipping and handling.
Registered users receive an illustrated wser's guide, latest copy of
the program, and are placed on a mailing list for future releases.

Checkmate is a fd} featured interactive home finandal package
designed to help users keep an accurate track of savings and/or
checking accounts. .
Checlanate allows the user to enter checks, deposits, bank debjts
(ATM), and bank credits {interest) so that you will always have an
accurate record of your balance In up to 8 different accounts.

A unique feature of Checkmate is that it will interface with a com-
panion product called Checkmate-GL which js a muldple entry
general ledger accounting system. Checkmate will act as the cash
disbursements journal for Checkmate-GL. This ability to wark

with Checkmate ellminates the need to enter transactions twice

which helps to eliminate data entry errors.

Checkmate has many features incuding pull down menus, sup-
ports up fo 8 accounts simultaneously, up to 32,767 active transac-
Hons per account, prints standard reports (or in Sideklek (tm) for-
mat), ability to print checks in plea, elite, or condensed print, al-
lows up to 100 predefined transactions, a pop-up calculator, an
eagy reconcillation procedure, and filtering capabilities for reports.

The reporting capabiliies of Checkmate include a transaction
register, printing checks, recondliation, and account report. The
transaction register lists all transactions for an account In Jong or’
short format. The short format is ane line per transaction, and the
long report includes more information on each transaction. Print-
ing checks is set-up within the program. The recondliation report
lists all outstanding transactions, balance and statement balance.
The account report prints general reports of all defined accounts in
a long and/or shorl report.

This review prepared by Mark Gruner.

Disk 333. AS-EASY-AS 3.01B (£/88) Spreadsheet Program by
Trius Inc, Lynn, MA. Sharcware fee = $40.00

AS-EASY-AS is a nice spreadsheet program. It is compatible with
maost LotusI-2-3 1A and release 2 spreadsheets. String arithmetlc
is not supported. [ts menu structure Is similar to but not exactly
like 1-2-3.

AS-EASY-AS work area is 2,048 rows by 256 columns, There are 8
function keys: Help (F1), Edit (F2), Name (F3), Abs (F4), Golo (F5),
Window (f6), Calc (F9), and Graph (F10). There {3 no manual on
disk; however, there is extensive on-line help.

Movement around the spreadsheet work area is just like 1-2-3 in-
cuding key combinatons such as END LEFT. Formulas are
created in the same manner including "point-and-shoot" as 1-2-3
with the same mathernatic operators. Relative and absolute cell
addresses are supported. There are 19 mathematical @functions, 5
financial @functions, 7 statistical @functons, 5 date @functions,
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and 5 logical and other @functions. AS-EASY-AS also has graphs,
database support, range names, its own macro language (similar to
1-2-3), and supports the graphic characters (upper ASCII charac-
ters). There are many different cell formatting options jncluding
hidden and 6 date formats.

The user interface can be customized by changing colors and the
menu location just to name a few. The worksheet LOTUS,WKS
will modify the interface to look like 1-2-3 while VP-PLAN.WKS
changes the interface similar to VP-PLANNER.

When loading 1-2-3 spreadsheets, {t will convert 1-2-3 functons,

. column widths, and formats into the AS-EASY-AS equdvalent

However, if there is not an equivalent AS-EASY-AS function, the
cell will evaluate to 0.

This review prepared by Mark Gruner.

Disk 334, Ga 2.4 (9/88) Word Processor with Spell Checker
by Omaiverse, Renton, WA. Shareware fee for single users =
$59.95. Includes eoftware, printed manual, free telephone sup-
port and 45,000 word dictionary for Spelling Checker. Quantity
discounts avaitable.

GALAXY is a fast, RAM-based word processor that utlizes pull-
down menus and Wordstar-like commands. [t is a very easy to
use program.

The user can select Wordstar or ASCII formatted output. New fea-
tures are described in the flle WHATS.NEW and include: Spelling
Checker, Mouse Support, and changes in Print Optons.

The documentation provided on the disk Is bare bomes, useful to
experienced word processors. Il Is hoped the printed manual sup-
ports the software in a manner more readily useful to the beginner.

This README file prepared by Paula Haffrman.

Disk 335. Printer Utililes #1 Print envelopes on a LaserJet or
standard printer.

~GRAB 3.7 (2/88) Envelope Address Printer with Data Base Sys-
tem by Paul Mayer ZPAY Payroll Systems

Shareware fee = $15.00

GRAB §s a memory resident program which will let you "point” to
an address in a letter or list, and print an envelope. A “hot key”
allows you to interrupt your word processor, posidon a window
over the name and address, print the envelope, and then resume
ediing. Options allow you to print a regular or an alternate return
address, or no return address at all.  You may also manually type
the name and address info a window. And you can toggle be-
tween large and small envelopes. GRAB comes with a companion
database program to maintain an address list for use with GRAB.
Selected addresses can be quickly displayed and envelopes printed
in one of three different formats. You can import data from any
data base program that can export comma-delimited data. GRAB
supparts LaserJet, LaserJet II, and regular printers, GRAB will run
with most popular word processors, and will coexist with Side-
Kick.

-ENVL] 5.10 (12/87) Envelope address printer with data file by
Steven Stern  JMB Realty Corporation
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No contributlon requested. ENVL] is not memory resident. At the
DOS prompt you type ENVL] <return> and your sereen is filled
with 2 representation of an envelope. You kype in your address
and retum address flelds, then select "Print” from a menw. Or you
can print selected names and addresses from a spedial format data
file. ENVL] allows you to use whatever fonts you specify, and

define up to five different envelope formats. On-line help is avail-
able.

ENVL] supports Laserfet, Laserfet+, Laserfet Serles I, or any
printer which can emulate the HP command set.

This README file prepared by Preston Brashear.

Disk 336. LIM/EMS Spec 4.0 (11/87) Input as a machine-readable
file, and indexed by Dick Flanagan, Ben Lomond, Calif.

This is a machine-readable copy of the Lotus/Intel/Micosoft
(LIM) Expanded Memory Specification (EM5) Version 4.0, updated
October 1987. Intel released the spec Into the public domaln,
retaining copyright over any commerdal use of the document.

Mr. Flanagan created this ranscription because of the diffculty he
experienced in finding a copy of the document. This is not an
exact, letter for letter copy of the original document, slnce a num-
ber of typing errors and grammatical atrocides were corrected.

There were also graphics in the original that could not be trans-

lated exactly Into ASCI. A revised index has been provided by
Mr. Flanagan, replacing the "table of contents” index originally
provided by Intel.

This review prepared by Paul A. Van Dreal,

Disk 337. 1988 Tax Preparaton and Planning in a Lotus 123
Template, (12/88) by Duncan E. Barnett, CPA. Shareware fee =
$5.00 per tax return, maximum $50.00.

This is a Lotus 123 worksheet to calautate and print 1988 Federal
tax forms 1040 and 6251, a home office worksheet, and Schedules
A, B, C, E and SE Documentation is minimal, consisting of in-
strucBons on the worksheet In cells A350 through A402. The
template assumes you know how to move around Lotus spread-
sheets and make text and numerical entries. It Is also assumed
that you know enough about the federal tax laws fo select the
proper forms and put the correct amounts on the right lines. Some
forms which you may need are nol included; you must obtain such
forms and fill them out on your own. You fill in the various cells,
and then tell 123 to recalculate when you wish to see the results.
As you move up and down the gpreadsheet, the top two lines
remain in a fixed position to show you at any time the taxable
income, Lncome tax, lotal tax, payments made, and refund or tax
due. Printing out the appropriate ranges will give you a document
which you can comblne in a copler with a transparent overlay of
the corresponding tax form to generate a ready-to-file completed
tax form. In addition to the tax forms, this spreadsheet also
generates a finandal projectlion and planning schedule. No
documentation s provided for the use of this planning data.

A Word to the Wise concerning Tax Preparation Software: This
and other tax preparation programs should be thought of as fast
and semi-smart adding machines only. The program cannot con-
tain al) the logic necessary to connect all the provisions of the tax
laws with the partcular situatons of al) taxpayers. The IRS will
hold you responsible for all errors in your return, whether mathe-
malical or substantive. Rellance on a tax program will probably
not save you from penaltes (including fraud) or Interest charges, if
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you clalm some tax benefit you are not entitled to. Use this and
other tax programs for preliminary calculations and "what if"
scenarios to check the tax effects of making or not making IRA
contributions, etc. Thoroughly check the fnstructions that the RS
furnishes with each form to be sure that you are entitted to use the
form, and that the data is properly entered and that all adjust-
ments and limitations have been applied. Be sure that you are not
required to flll out addiHonal forms or schedules not included in
this package. And manually check all calculations, and table
lookups to be sure that the flgures are correct.

This regiew prepared by Preston Brashear.

Disk 338, PC-DRAFT O 3.2 Pixel-oriented drawing and graphing
utllity by Natural Software, 5t. Charles, Ill. Shareware fee =
$50.00. '

Reglstered users receive:
1) the latest version without the Introducfory Shareware scresn
2) free telephone support with author Mike Allen
3) the latest additions to the Font, Macro, and Object libraries
4) a collection of drawings made with PC-Dratft Il which you can
incorporate into you own work

§) a typeset quality user manual
6) you will ba informed of new versions of PC-Draft

PC-Draft I1 32 is a copyrighted, pixel-oriented drawing and graph-
ing utlity. With PC-Draft II, you use the IBM CGA (no EGA or
VGA) high resolution graphics mode (640 x 200 dols per screen), to
produce drawings up to 1280 by 700 dots. Such a drawing will
more than S} an 81/2 x 11 inch printed output {at 150 dots per
Lnch resotution). Bullt-in functons allow you to draw circles, lines,
boxes, arcs and curves; draw bar, line and pie graphs; create pat-
terns with which to fill areas; cut and paste objects and save ob-
jects to fles for Jater use.

PC-Draft is both meny driven and command driven — all drawing
commands may be selected from the menus or may be entered by
a single keystroke command such as [C] to draw a drcle or (L} for
line. You can zoom in to precisely edit one pixel at a ime. You can
record graphic keyboard macros saved in files for later playback
and for animation effects. You can load and edit fonts. You can
print your drawings on a varlety of printers induding those com-
patible with IBM and Epson Dot matrix, HP lLaserjet+, and HP
DeskJet printers. Also you can save the output to the printer in a
flle for later batch printing. You can save portions of the screen or
full drawings in GEM .IMG file format. These cen then be directly
fmported into such Desk Top Publishing programs as Ventura
Publisher and WordPerfect 5.0. Drawing and Pic files may be
saved in compressed format to save disk space. You can set up to
ten place markers anywhere in the drawing to jump to. Drawing
grids are displayable at any spacing with optional "grid-lock™
(Snap). A pop-up status panel shows x and y cursor position,
position of the screen window in respect to the full drawing area,
the current pattern, the current cursor increment value, and more.
Other useful functions: undo and preview.,

A graphics presentation language called PIX performs all PC-Draft
If commands from a script you write without displaying any cur~
sor or menu interaction. PIX allows you to create animated sequen-
ces of: loading screens, drawing forms and graphs and adding text
and mare. Another program: CAPTURE.COM allows you to cap-
ture screen images from other programs (text and graphic screens)
to be loaded into PC-Draft for enhancement and printing.

This review prepared by John Puckette,
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Disk 3395. PC-File:dB 1.0 (11/88) PC-File+ compatible with dBase
by BultortWare, Bellevue, WA

This latest release of PC-File is completely dBase compatible. You
<an now import dBase flles to PC-File+ and export PC-Fle files to
dBase. This version looks and feels much better than the older
versions, yet retaing their ease of use. Databases from older ver-
slong of PC-File can be converted to this new version.

Registered users of PC-File:dB recelve a complete printed copy of
two manuals; the "User's Manual” and a "Beginner's Manual "
The third disk of this shareware set has 2 dlsk version of the User’s
Manual. The text s complete and unabridged-manual, with only
the Hustrations omited.

Some additional features of this new version are:

* Full Local Area Network support with automatic file and reoord
tocking

* ?F/ELSE statements.

* New GRAPH capabilities

* 1 billlon records per database.

* 4000 character recard length.

¢ 254 character maximum field length (most fields).

* 5000 character maximum memo field length.

¢ 70 fields maximum per database.

* 70 relational fields per database

Por those of us who wrote custom programs in C or Basic to
process owr PCFILE + (and earlier versions), these programs can

not be used with this new version. They will have to be rewritten

for the new flle farmat. All in all, this version looks and feels
much better than the older versions, yet retaining their ease of use.

A dBASE compatible programming will be available sometime in
the first quarter of 1989 for under $100.

This review prepared by Roy E. Bales.

--------------------------------------

Disk 340. PC-Hypertext DEMO 1.1 (1/88) Hypertext knowledge
base demo by Nell Larson, Kensington, CA cMaxThink 1988,
This demo is free. Developers can order hypertext tools from the
author.

Hypertext is a method of organizing and displaying information in
a branching network format. The user can read a text in a non-
linear fashion, tracking topics of interest. This ls a more efficient
method of information transmittal, allowing the reader to set their
own pace in viewing the information.

This software provides a demonstration of a knowledgebase in ac-
ton. In this case, the information provided is based on the hyper-
text concept and the PC-Hypertext package. It Is very easy to use,
the instructions are provided by help screens n the program.

This review prepared by Paul A. Van Dreal.

______________________________________

Disk 341. Personal Inventory System 1.1 (2/88) Keep track of
personal ftems by Ed Trujlllo, Albnquerque, NM. Shareware fee
= $10

This program will allow you to make a inventory of everything
you own. In the event you have a fire or a burglary and you lose
everything, you just go to the safe deposit box where you have
your personal inventory records and turn them over to the police
and insurance. You may not want to keep them in a safe deposit
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box; I am exchanging mine with my brother who has a system
similar to mine. This program has no documentation to speak of,
but it is very simple to use and easy to learn, with context sensitive
help screens. You can print reporis to the screen, printer, or
another flle. You can sort by possessions, or by the room they are
In. Very handy program, and well worth the $10 requested.

This review prepared by Dort Mayfield.

Disk 342. PibTerm 4.1.3 (3/88) A Communicatons and Terminal
Emulation program by Philip R. Burns.

Shareware fee = for business use: $25 for the first copy and 35 for
each additonal copy. No fee required for hobbyists, academic or
educational purposes. M.Lnimal or no support avallable from the
author.

This progranh_ms originally developed to standardize communica-
tons at Northwestern University. It Is a sophisticated program
that is not suggested for the beginner, since it requlres a strong
knowledge of telecommunications terms and the technology of
communicaling with mainframe and minicomputers (Its deslgned
use). It has a large number of user definable features that make It
useful for spedalized applications. This version Is written tn Turbo
Pascal 4.0 and is faster and more compact than previous editions.

Some of features:

—Includes a full sereen editor and file viewer, but you can still
define your favorita extemal editor.

—-Emulates DEC VT100 and other DEC, Televideo, ADM and
Tektronix terminals.

—Supports Microsott Mouse and allows user-defined menus
—Supports COM3 & COM4 and aflows you to force switching
from one COM port to another from the commaand line without
changing your configuration file.

—Very usar defingble with a reasanably simple interface
—Includes extensive scripting support including sample scripts
for all the major information sarvices including Compuserve and
The Source, as wall as the most common BBS software such as
PC Baard and OPUS.

~Supgorts a large sefection of file transfer protocols Including
Zmodem (using batch flles) and Compuserve Quick B.

—200 entry diafing directory with point and shoot feature.
-Extensive manual and script and parameter sections.

This review prepared by Ron Keyr.
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selected O9I G Happenings

News and Meeting Notes on
Special Interest Groups

(Material for the March should
be sent to Zack Porterfield, SIG
Coordination, before the 10th of
February since the March issue
requires a quick turnaround.)

Assembler SIG

At the February meeting of the as-
sembler SIG one of our own mem-
bers and colleagues Frank Caval-
lito, will give a presentation. The
subject is "Integrating Assembler
with APL",

I expect that many of you find
yourself in the same position as
me: APL sounds fascinating but I
have never had time to learn it.
This meeting is your chance to
find out about the language from
someone who programs in it
professionally, and see how to
use it with assembler.

Everyone is welcome to what is
bound to be a fascinating meeting.

Comm Sig

The January 1989 meeting of the
Communications SIG started the
year off with an interesting
product review by our distin-
guished SIG Co-Leader, William
Bennett. The topic, The $25 Net-
work by Information Modes (IM-
ODES) of Denton, Texas is a low
cost, low hassle network program
that makes use of PC serial ports
to connect as many as three per-
sonal computers to allow users to
share any device or any file
belonging to one of the net-
worked computers. Mr. Bennett
tested The $25 Network in the
two PC configuration connecting
several different processor based
PCs with various processor
speeds with successful results.
Also pointed out in the review
was the excellent telephone sup-
port received by the reviewer
from the product’s author, Don

Jindra. Mr. Jindra and Imodes
have been at the vendor’s area
during our meetings and wel-

comed our questions wholehear-
tedly.

A short discussion of file transfer

- protocols followed the product

review. This answered some of
the questions from club members.

Come by and share your ques-
tions and éxperiences with us at
our next meeting.

‘Pete Testa
Graphics SIG

The January Graphics SIG was
devoted to Graphics Hardware
available for IBM PPC’s and Com-
patibles. We looked at the cur-
rent PC Graphics Standards
(CGA, Hercules, EGA and VGA)
as well as the extended VGA
boards that are now available. We
also looked at current monitor
types and attempted to determine
what works together. Several
members shared their own ex-
periences coricerning Graphics
Hardware with the other mem-
bers.

The topic for the February 1989
meeting will be creating pictures
with Graphics Packages using
mathematical formulas. Rather
than discuss Graphics Program-
ming specifics, we will show how
to create pictures with simple for-
mulas that anyone can use. If you
write your own programs in
BASIC, Pascal, C, etc. OR if you
use a Graphics Program, the
February meeting will have some-
thing for you.

During 1989, we plan to have a
prepared presentation at each
meeting. We always plan time
after the presentation to answer
PC Graphics related questions. If
you have questions or would like
to share you PC Graphics
knowledge with other NTPCUG
members, plan to attend.
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WORD SIG (New)

WORD SIG will finally get under
way in February. WORD 5.0 may
be shipping by then. Even if it's
not shipping, Microsoft will have
a representative at the meeting to
discuss the new version’s ex-
panded capabilities and im-
proved features.

Users running WORD versions

1.0 through 4.0 (or 5.0) will have
an opportunity to discuss prob-
lem areas, pickup tips on printer
utilization and hear how they can
enhance their word processing ac-
tivities through WORD’s power
features — whatever their version.
Focus of the SIG will remain on
combined presentations/tutorials
and open-forum discussions.

February’s meeting will also be
somewhat organizational in na-
ture. One funcon will be poll-
ing the SIG participants to deter-
mine their interests and needs for
future meeting topics. Presenta-
tions are planned to explore
utilization of Style Sheets, Glos-
saries and Macros in day-to-day
word processing work. Addition-
al presentation topics will depend
on participant interest(s).

DOS SIG

February’s DOS SIG meeting will
continue exploration of the CON-
FIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BAT
file in PC operation. As usual,
differences related to DOS ver-
ston and hardware will be dis-
cussed in detail.

Relative advantages of the

various DOS releases for the “typi-
cal" user will be covered as wel

as the disadvantages of updating
to newer, larger versions of
PC/MS-DOS. Emphasis will be
on when to say "YES" to updating
to the Jatest version of DOS vs
when to just say "NO" to the new
verstons,

»
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Latter part of the meeting will be
devoted to open-forum, question
and answer interactions with the
other participants and S1G
leaders, Jim Hoisington and
Reagan Andrews.

Reagan Andrews
Business Applications SIG

The success of the December

"Christmas stocking stuffer" meet-

ing can be measured in the dif- -
ficulty we hadijn closing the meet-
ing within the allotted hour.
There was so much ground to -
cover, questions to answer, obser-
vations to discuss on the subject
of "funware under $50", that the
time seemed to fly by. Our
apologies to the succeeding SIG
group scheduled for the room
after us. We will try to be less
rowdy, and more time conscious
in the future. It was refreshing to
see s0 many with such strong in-
terest in the entertaining aspects
of the computer (ie, games). 1t
just goes to show us all that we
can never outgrow our youthful
enthusiasm, and childhood fan-
tasies.

A round of applause to Babbage
Software for providing a
warehouse of information on the
entertaining and educational
software available on the market.

I there ts anyone in the audience
who would like to give a short
talk on desktop publishing or any
other good subject, please call me
at 348-5700, otherwise we could
be looking at slides of last year’s
vacation in future meetings to fill
the time. So, call me if you have
any ideas or good vacation slides.

With the cold blasts of winter and
the February meeting, it is time
that our thoughts turn to our
favorite uncle in Washington, and
the tribute we pay him yearly.
Yes, what would be more ap-
propriate for that taxing time of
the year, than to review tax
preparation and planning pack-
ages, along with a brief talk on
how the new tax law will affect

you and your computer. Hope to
see you there.

Bruce Schubert
Cryptanalysis SIG

In the December meeting we
began breaking simple substitu-
tions without word divisions, and
solved the first problem in the

' tutorial as a group. It was a very

good session with excellent par-
ticipation. This cipher is an order
of magnitude more difficult than
ciphers we have covered pre- *
viously, so the participation is en-
couraging. This cipher is a
gateway cipher that must be
mastered to go on to more com-
plex and interesting ones. Judg-
ing by the response, [ predict that
SIG members will make it.

The January meeting will cover
Sinkov’s problems 2.31 and 2.32
in the tutorial. Members
promised that they will come
prepared, with trigraphic counts,
contact tables, and consonant
lines ready for the meeting. Of
course, by the time you read this,
if you missed the December meet-
ing, it will be too late for you to
prepare for the January meeting.

For the February meeting we wi,l
cover Siokov’s problems 2.38 and
2.39 in the tutorial, and mop up
2.31 and 2.32 if we have to. It
will be a big help if you come
prepared. Make up the trigraphic
counts, the letter contact tables,
and the consonant line, as the
tutorial shows you, and bring
them to the meeting. You should
have the same data for problems
2.31 and 2.32 just in case we have
to mop them up in the February
meeting.

Normally, I don’t ask members to
do homework because we are all
busy, and it is somewhat of an im-
position for what is supposed to
be a fun hobby. But this type of
cipher requires more work 1o
break than I can cover alone in
meetings, and this cipher is a fun-
damental one. It's the only one
that you will have to do
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homework for. This is about as
tough as code breaking gets.
Oddly enough, the more ad-
vanced ciphers are easier t0 break
if you master this one, and we
can cover them in group meet-
ings just fine

John Taber
Personal Users (Beginners) SIG

This Personal Users SIG has been
operating in its current format as
"PC FUNDAMENTALS
ACADEMY" within the North
Texas PC Users Group since the
first four classes of the 16-class
revolving curriculum were of-
fered in December 1987. After
our first full year of operation it
seerns fitting to take this oppor-
tunity to reflect and express
gratitude.

Apparently the “concepts” of this
SIG in its current format were oc-
cwrring simultaneously, but
separately, in my mind and that
of Richard Terreo during the
timeframe of September through
November 1987. We look back
and are both grateful for the EN-
COURAGERS who spurred us
from "concepts” to “specific
plans,"...THANK YOU Phil Cham-
berlain and Bob Russell, the EN-
COURAGERS!!

But “"concepts” and even "specific
plans” for a free academy to teach
the fundamentals of PCs never be-
come "reality” without the efforts
of the INSTRUCTORS and the
SUPPORT PEOPLE. A special
THANK YOU is in order to Con-
nie Andrews (who advertises us
monthly from the booth in the IN-
FOMART lobby), Mike Ashley
{who provides many of the copies
of our free lesson notes), Dave
Hardesty (who initialized our at-
tendance tracking system), and
the brothers Gaines, Vincent and
Bill (who videotape our classes
each month), THANK YOU, the
SUPPORT PEOPLE!

A very special THANK YOU is

extended to those who have

given of their time, talents, and
»
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experience to teach and con-
tribute lesson notes within this 16-
class revolving curricudum...Phil
Chamberlain, Richard Terreo,
Reagan Andrews, Mark Gruner,
Kathryn Crawford, Bob Russell,
Andrew Chalk, Peyton Weaver,
Mike Durbin, Fred Williams, Bob
Finch, Devesh Agarwal, Charles
Wood, John Dyer, Mike Firth,
John Ferguson, and Sid Nolte,
THANK YOU, the INSTRUC-
TORS!!

But even “concepts, specific plans,
support people, and instructors”
do not "reality” make... unless
there are STUDENTS, and even-
tually, GRADUATES. The most
gratitude and thanks is extended
to the 350 to 400 students who
have been able to attend some of
the 16 classes during this first
year of operation...and especially
to Barbara Chalk, Sue Cockrum,
Eddie Cooper, Joy Dunaway,
Sherry Embry, Bill Gaines, Bob
Gibb, Jim Gresham, Dave Hardes-
ty, L. Knowlton Howes, J. R.
Hutchinson, Wes Johnston, El-
wood Lindell, William Mannas,
Maynard McGreer, Olus McNatt,

Jr., Kevin Mulder, Dan Nolte,
Ann Skalski, Anne Trickett, and
Robert E. Vickery..THANK YOU,
the GRADUATES!!

And as the old song says..."THE
BEAT GOES ON.” In January
1989, the two classes on BASIC
(Running and Writing Programs)
were combined to free up the first
hour in February for a new class
on the "Genesis and Overview of
Computer Langnages" to be
taught by Dr. Sid Nolte and to be-
come thé new 9th class in our 16-
class offering. Join us as we learn
and review "THE PC FUN-
DAMENTALS." Bob Presley .

On this page-is an update to the
"Personal Users (Beginners) 16
Class Revolving Schedule.”

Lotus SIG

The subject of ‘the January meet-
ing was a discussion of print op-
tions available within 1-2-3 and
Symphony. The presentation was
able to address several problems
that user's were having such as
unexpected blank

—

North Texas PC Users Group
Personal Users (Beginners) 16-Class

lines which are
generally caused by
not Aligning the
paper or the page-
length is not properly

Revolving Schedule
Sehodule  Class  Class TiteDascription
17 Deo 83 12 Start Up
& Api 89

8 Aug 88 2%
3.2 Copying & Backing Up Files

Diskelte Skres & Formatting Each

set. The presentation
spent most of the time
addressing some of

the 21s1 Century

16.0 Majar Gategadlas of Soltware
Applicalions Available Today
| 16.0 PCa 1o The End of the 20th and into

41 Porsanal Computet Hardware the little used features
u d’:? B 6 Fused sk Dltectorios. e Fles ;; gizll;ﬁitaé\:ti%yn?-
kSen s o 25’5532;3:‘ by e on Flaed Oisk Headers and Footers
B2 DASE Poica and Borders are
18 Feb 88 9.1 Ganesis & Ovenview ol Computsr among the leaSt used
:3:;%3 10.3 NTPLCAL‘.‘J\ ugglzxeol the Month Ub Ophons but are Very
111 PC Graphics Modes nd powerful and useful
121 Bufletlh Beards & Archive Prograrms in terms of prov]'djng
Masch 89 13.0  Printer Setup easier to read and un-
SNoves 1o Wrhing LOTUS Macros derstand printouts.

The final topic ad-
dressed in the January

L

Four dlacaes are oflered each month (al 8:00, 1000, 12:00 noon, and
1:00 PM). Azross four months all 16 of the classes are compleled. and
tha cyde starty all over agaln. Each class ls independent of The athors,
thereby abowing psopie (o begin attending classes angtime thelr
schodule allows. The classes are (1ae and a6 open to &l baginners,
novices, new PC owners, scon-te-be PC owners, and personal ’\rs
professional) users. Come join us as we oover e fundamentals

meeting was imbed-
ding printer strings
and documentation
through the use of
split vertical bars. Ifa
row in a print range
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begins with a split vertical bar
such that the vertical bar is not
displayed on screen, 1-2-3 and
Symphony ignore that row which
allows documentation to appear
on screen, but not printed out.
To imbed printer control codes in
1-2-3, then the row in the print
range must with two split
vertical bars followed by the
desired printer control codes.

The January meeting was well
received and most attendees
learned something about the
print option available within 1-2-
3 and/or Symphony.

The subject for the February meet-
ing will be a discussion of interac-
tive macros. The SIG discussed
basic macros a couple months

ago and this presentation will con-
tinue by discussing the interac-
tive macros.

The Lotus SIG always takes time
to answer questions that users
have about 1-2-3 and Symphony.
If you are having difficulties with
either program or would like to
learn more about interactive
macros, come by and see us in
February.

Mark Gruner and Pat Henley

C Language SIG

The files used in the January
presentation have been placed on
the bulletin board in the user
directory under te name
POINTERS.ARC.

The program for February will be
presented by our own Kent Cobb,
He will present a personal project
that he has been working on con-
cerning the construction of a
MAKE utility. An announcement
will be made on the bulletin
board C SIG conference concern-
ing source files that will be avail-
able for download prior to the
meeting,

Sid Nolte
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ON COMPLEXITY

No. 24 in a Series

by Jim Hoisington

The 176 hour limit is dead. We can now compute
as much and as often ag we want. Most of you have

never run up against the 176 hour limit, but in the

early (and not so early) days of computing, it was a
real barrier to progress.

Early computers were leased not purchased
Leasing made a lot of sense when the number of
computers was small, the purchase price was high,
and the technology changed yearly. All computers
came with a meter that counted the time that they
were in use. IBM’s standard lease gave you 176
hours of computing per month before your company
started paying for overtime usage.

"Playing around” on the computer was discouraged
unless your employer did not use all of those
precious 176 hours. And, it was the "playing
around” that allowed some of the software pioneers
to come up with the algorithms and ideas which we
take for granted today.

As an early member of the COMMON user group, 1
remember many people bringing their software to
the semi-annual meetings to share and to critique.
One of those people, Bill Cotton, a member of our
user group, was fortunate enough to work for &
company that had a purchased machine. One year,
Bill brought a whole disk of software that he
labelled "Tacos from Texas".

A lot of interesting software came out of that
"playing around". There were programmable text
editors, disk caching routines, databases, and a
language or two.

One of the members presented a language called
RATFOR. Six months later, another member
presented an improved version called RATRAN.
The first member came back in six months with
MORTRAN. After seeing each other's language,
they spent the next six months in a joint effort which
produced the language RATMOR.

None of these languages were ever very popular.
But, some of the concepts that they experimented
with in RATRAN, MORTRAN and RATMOR are
now being used in C++.

The personal computer has removed the stigma
from programming experimentation. PC owners do
not have to justify their ime to anyone other than
their spouses or significant others. And with that
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psychological barrier gone, there has been a lot of
progress. If you think of a unique way to use your
computer, it usually doesn’t cost a fortune to find
out if it will work.

I'm continually amazed as I go into different
businesses, at the spreadsheet templates, word
processing macros and database applications that
their employees have developed to make their jobs a
little easler. And, not surprisingly, they were
developed at home after normal working hours.

The 176 hour limit is dead. Long live the creativity
in each of us!

Jim o

A Little Miracle Goes a Long
Way: Norton Disk Doctor To
The Rescue!

by Reagan Andrews

Take a rushed Thanksgiving momning, add an
insatiable urge to try a Beta version of a major new
software release, shake well, finish with a cryptic
DOS error message:

Invalid Drive Specification

Result — terror. Try a "warm"” re-boot. No luck.
Turn off PC and try "Cold"” re-boot. Still no luck.
Kiss 64 Meg of data "adios." Tears. Anguish. Rage.

With trembling hands, I lit a cigarette, pushed
myself away from the desk and began thinking
about what lay ahead. At the very least, I'd have to
re-run FDISK and reformat the hard disk. A week’s
work would be gone, lost even after restoring from
my backup disks. All the COMDEX/Fall 88 material
would be gone.

Comdex? Something about Comdex flickered at the
edges of consciousness. Peter Norton and breakfast
Wednesday in the middle of Comdex, sitting in a
darkened banquet room with 100 other people,
trying not to laugh as a technician desperately
attempted to bring up a software demonstration, all
while his Compaq kept sending disk error messages
to the projection monitor.

They decided to start The Norton Ulilities,
Advanced Edition, version 4.5, demonstration
anyway — from floppies.

»
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A glowing description of the new features and
enhanced menu operation followed. The speaker
mentioned one of the new utlities, Norton Disk
Doctor (NDD) and said they thought it was so good,
it could probably fix the Compaq’s ailing hard disk.
NDD'’s menu appeared on the screen and diagnosis
began.

NDD found a bad boot record and corrupted
partition tables in roughly 15 seconds. It "repaired”

the damage in another 15 seconds and the Compagq .

was fully online within a minute or so. I thought it

was a clever stunt — what you would expect from

Comdex showmanship.
Showmanship?, Yes — A Stunt?, Nol

I repeated the Peter Norton “stunt”. After booting
from a floppy, I placed the Norton Utilities,
Advanced Edition, disk in the A: drive and called up
NDD. It wasn't as fast as the Comdex
demonstration, since I was using an XT, but in less
than two minutes, NDD had repaired my boot
record and partition tables.

Would have been much faster if I hadn’t been so
nervous and had to keep checking the
documentation every step of the way. After a
couple of directory passes and assurance that
everything was OK, I was able to run off to a family
Thanksgiving gathering in truly thankful spirits,

Norton Disk Doctor isn’t the only ufility in the new
Norton Utilities, version 4.5, package — just the one
I'll remember for a long time.

If you don’t understand what the boot record,
partition tables and FAT's are, don’t worry. with
NDD, you don’t really need to know for the utility
to do its work in most cases. In those cases you do
need to know, The Norton Trouble Shooter and The
Norton Disk Companion are included in the
Advanced Edition package along with an unusually
well thought out manual. Each is very well done
and does an excellent job of making the exotic
details of disk (and DOS) operation understandable.

Norton Utllities’ New
Features

Version 4.5 includes six
new utilities.  Along
with NDD, Batch
Enhancer (BE), File Date
and Time (FD), Norton
Control Center (NCC)
and Safe Format (SP)
have been added to the
Advanced Edition
package. Any one of
these would have been a
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significant addition justifying a "5.0" version, but
evidently Peter Norton Computing is more modest
than some other software publishers.

Major among these would have to be Norton
Control Center, Norton Disk Doctor and Safe
Format. Norton Control Center replaces a dozen
utility programs ['ve collected over the years that
allow user control over cursor, screen colors,
keyboard, serial ports, and allow setting date and
time (even for PC/AT users) during operation. Safe
Format is described in the manual as "An intelligent
alternative to DOS’s dangerous FORMAT
command.” If the user chooses, Safe Format will
replace FORMAT.COM during installation, and
checks a disk for data before formatting.

Batch Enhancer is a group of batch file
enhancements that go a long way toward a full
menuing system if the user wishes. It really is a
collection of previous sub-utiliies such as "ASK",
"BEEP", etc., but packaged in a somewhat easier to
implement form. File Date and Time allows the user
to change the date and time stamp on a file and is
the first utility to do that I've found that seems
trustworthy. Although handy, neither BE nor FD
have the impact that NCC, NDD and SF brought to
the new addition.

'Old" Utilides Reworked and Enhanced

The "old" Norton Utilities have also been enhanced
with increased user friendliness and/or power.
Improved wuser interface seems to have been
foremost in designers minds with pop-up windows
and dialog boxes used extensively to replace some

formerly cryptic sequences.

Version 4.5 now supports large disk partitions
available in DOS 4.0, Compaq DOS 3.31 and
PC-MOS/386. This had been a problem with earlier
versions which were unable to handle disk partitions
larger than DOS’s old standard 32 megabytes.

Taking a cue from the competition, Norton also
reworked Speed Disk (SD) to allow specification of
sort order and specific placement of files. There are
actually two versions in the package, Speed Disk
which is menu-driven and has the new features, and
SD which is automatic and essentially the "old"
Speed Disk utility. Speed Disk is much faster in
operation than its predecessor as well.

Most users don’t buy the Norton Utilities for the
"extras" such as those mentioned above. NU — the
core program — with its ability to recover “erased”
files and directories is their reason for obtaining the
package. NU maintains its power to work at the
most intimate level of the users disks and has been

significantly improved in terms of user interface.
g
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NU has been the subject of countless journal and
magazine articles and further expansion here would
be redundant.

Problems in Paradise — Nothing’s Perfect

Norton Disk Doctor has a flaw in its early release.
And, for some users, it's a very major flaw that may
compound the problem they try to solve with NDD.
Users who have formatted and partitioned their

hard disks with Disk Manager or SpeedStor ::

shouldn’t use the early version of NDD. The
non-DOS utiliies write boot records and partition
tables that NDD doesn’t understand and can’t
repair. '

Peter Norton Computing is aware of the problems
and has corrected them in “maintenance update
patches. Any user who has the early release and
uses Disk Manager or SpeedStor can obtain them
simply by requesting the update. Later versions will
include the modifications to NDD that solve the
problem, but purchasers now cannot be sure they
are getting the latest release unless they buy directly
from Peter Norton Computing,

Safe Format works well, but may be a problem for
PC/XT users who have added non-standard FD
drives, ie, 720K 3.5" FD drives. SF doesn’t
recognize non-standard drives and | couldn’t find
any way around this limitation in my version. On
AT-type machines, this isn’t a problem since "SF
checks the device tables established by SETUP in
CMOS memory.

Last Thoughts..,

1 like version 4.5. I like it (them) a lot. I've used
Norton Utilities since 1983, so I'm pretty sure I'm
not an objective reviewer. Much of what’s available
in the Norton Utilities, version 4.5, is also available
from Mace, PC Tools, and other similar packages.

,

But, Peter Norton seems to have done the best job of
putting it all together in coherent packages and
includes some the best documentation available
anywhere.

Reagan &

February 1989

LASER & PC

CARTRIDGES RECHARGED

Franchalse Information Available Upon Request

$4.600

PC & Laser Cartridges

~-NEW-
Crtgs-\ 100%
Also Guarantee
Availal_:le

@0
N
O
O
N
9
N

Making Sense of Utility Programs

by Matt Matthews

Conclusion to this article, which was started in
the January issue, will appear next month.

IBM PC Programmer/Analyst

Rapidly growing software development and
marketing firm deslres Programmer/Analyst with
degree and slgnificant (5 plus years)
programming and systems analysis experlence
on both IBM mainframe and IBM PCs. PC
experlence must include BASIC. COBOL
programming Is a definite plus. Experience Is also
desired In:

Network (Novell)
Banking Applications
Problem Detarmination

Customer Support (phonae)
Micro-Mainframe Communication
Hardware/Software Evaluation

Non-smoker only. Send salary history and
resume to:

J. Driscoll & Associates
15851 Dallas Parkway, Suite 965
Daltas TX 75248
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Cryptanalysis
John K. Taber

Cipher Lore

For several thousand years men have used cryptog-
raphy to protect their communications. Herodotus is
the source of the story about tattooing a message on

a slave’s pate. Thucydides describes a skytale en-,
ciphered message that recalled Pausanius to Sparta.

Plutarch tells of a similar skytale message recalling
the Spartan general Lysander for.insubordination.
And Polybius, a Greek writer who was really an
apologist for the rising power of Rome in the West,
described the first “"checkerboard” system, which to
this day is called the Polybius square, and is the
proto for an entire family of ciphers. I can’t
resist adding that the Kama Sutra, the ancient Indian
textbook on erotics, lists cryptography as one of the
arts sexually accomplished women should know.

For just as many years, men have used cryptanalysis
to read secret messages anyway. Somehow, the pat-
terns of language are stll recognized in spite of the

"noise" introduced by the cipher system. But for all

its antiquity, there is little written on how to break
codes. In contrast to various historical references on
how to make and use codes in classical times, there is
nothing that I know of on how to solve them. To this
day there are still few handbooks on cryptanalysis.
Any bibliography of cryptanalysis is skimpy if it is
limited to specific how-to information.

Now that computer security is an issue, references onr
cryptography (meaning making and using codes) are
growing so large that they are becoming unmanage-
able. There’s no mystery why so little informaton is
available on cryptanalysis. Officlal secrecy has al-
ways hampered the spread of public knowledge in
this area, just as much so today as in the past.

Kahn, the historian of cryptology, gives priority for
cryptanalysis to the Arabs. At a time when our own
civilization was pretty dim, the Arabs were world
class leaders in culture and science. Most people
know that our number system was invented by them,
and that ‘algebra’ is an Arabic word. But you might
not know that ‘cipher’ is also an Arabic word.

The earliest reference on cryptanalysis according to
Kahn is "The Book of Secret Languages” by the Arab
scholar and philologist, Al-Khalil, some place around
750 AD. Unfortunately, the work is one of the "lost
books of cryptology" as Kahn puts it. However, we
know that Al-Khalil was asked to explain how he
solved a Greek cryptogram from the Byzantine
emperor. “I said to myself, the letter must begin 'In
the name of God’ or something of that sort. So I
worked out its first letters on that basis, and it came
right for me.”

February 1989

Kahn thinks that the Arabs of that time had not yet
worked out frequency analysis, it was too soon. But
by 1400 or so they had. Ibn Khaldun, in "The
Muqgaddimah” explained, "Skillful secretaries with no
previous knowledge of it (the cipher system) use
combinations (frequency data) with the help of their
intelligence, which they call ‘solving the puzzle’
(cryptanalysis).” Ibn Khaldun said that the Arabs pos-
sessed well-known writings on the subject, and he
concluded "God is knowing and wise."

In 1412, Al-Qalgashandi completed a 14-volume
encyclopedia that systematized all important branches of
knowledge. In it is a striking section on cryptanalysis that
explicitly and dearly explains how to use frequendes to
break dphiers (see Kahn, pg 95 and pp 97-98).

The text poses problems for the reader, however. Reading
it, nobof)fs\: any experience in ing codes, even
elementary ones, will doubt that this section in the "Subh
al-a 'sha" is based.on practical ience in breaking
codes. Yet, Al-Qalqashandi did not personally know how
to break codes. Instead, he quotes from the writings of Ibn
ad-Duraihim, another "lost book". And in one of Kahn's
footnotes (94 on pg. 992), John R. Walsh, a scholar of
Arabic, strongly argues that there never was a science of

tology among the Arabs. Walsh says that in the

ions of docurments preserved in the Ottoman archives
there isn’t a si document written in code! How then
did the Arabs develop the science of cryptology?

I am sure that various andent governments had worked
out cryptanalysis to some extent besides the Arabs. But |
believe that science is im) le unless it is open and
publicly shared. is the most deadly poison for
science. Whatever knowledge of ig various
andent regimes acquired did not grow, and usually died
with the regime due to the compulsion of secrecy.

I can’t argue with Kahn's interpretations, but ps I
can suggest a compromise. Maybe the Arabs developed
cryptanalysis precisely because their govermments did not
use cryptoggghy much, hence there was no official
pressure to keep ayptanalysis secret. The truth is that
most of the important advances in cryptology come from
amateurs, not the pros because the have every reason
to keep their discoveries secret, and to discourage amateur
interest. I'm suggz;izmg that the Arabs started the science
of cryptanalysis use they were the first amateurs, in
the best sense of the word, of code breaking,

To this day, amateur knowledge is the only available
ublic knowledge. It is not a real science. It is
agmentary and pragmatic, instead of systematized. It is

far behind the times — only a few amateurs (notably

Deavours and Kruh) understand how to break the

Enigma, a cipher machine that really dates back to the 20s,

which Polish Intelli solved in the 30s. Nevertheless,
the body of amateur knowledge has grown tremendously
in the gst 100 years, to the point that cryptology may

become a genuine science yet, in spite of official
suppression and secrecy.
John a
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Inside the North Texas PC Users Group Community

Connie Andrews, Volunteer Coordinator
John Mackoy, Assistant Volunteer Coordinator

Are we having fun now? Ask our volunteers. Notice
how many help out month after month. If you
haven’t volunteered yet, you’re missing all the action.

The NTPCUG Bulletin Board (BBS) has a new Volun-
teer Conference. Browse through it for more details.

You don’t need to be a computer expert to help out.

After all, our members join to learn and share
knowledge about computers. And vqunteenng isa
fun way to do it.

If you want more information or want to sign up, a

%rOd place to start is with the Volunteer Conference.
drop by the Information Booth or DOM Booth on

meeting day. Or call Connie Andrews at 828-0699.

Well over 100 volunteers help each month to present
the monthly meeting and the Club’s services to our
members during the month, like the BBS and DOM.
When all is said and dore, actually it’s probably
closer to 150. Those listed here are for the January
14, 1989 Club meeting and activities leading up to the
meeting.

And don’t forget that our officers, directors, SIG
leaders, newsletter publisher, editor, staff and writers
are all volunteers. Their names are listed in other
sections of this newsletter.

You'll notice some volunteers wear more than one
hat. A good example is Peh L. Lee. He worked a
number of hours at the meeting with the Public Rela-
tions Committee handing out tickets for the Borland
drawings, then he worked at the Information Booth,
and at the end of the day he helped break down
gglhdpment in the SIG meeting rooms. He was not

eduled to do the equipment breakdown in addi-
tion to everything else he was scheduled to do - he
just stopped by and offered.

Just like Reh L., other unscheduled volunteers stop
by on meeting day and offer to help. We don’t al-
ways get your names and we wish to thank you, too.
Remind whoever you help before you leave to put
you on the schedule. We’d like your names to be
here, too.

One of the benefits of NTPCUG membership is the
drawings for members only at the monthly lErresenta-
tions in the auditorium. Keep in mind that Cl
policy is that volunteers scheduled and on du

the time of a drawing on meeting day are eligible to
win even though not in the Auditorium. Did you
notice how many won at the Borland drawings?

4 ~N
INFOMART Lialson: Sarah McIntre Duoane Martin John Puckette
Douglas McQuaid Jetrry Mayfietd Paul Vandreal
Stuart Yarus Andy Ollver Wade Mayticld
Robert Hllllard Danny Parsons Bob Post
Bob Russell Raymond Reyes Tom Scurlock Baolletin Board System (BBS)
Archde Pinkney Robert Richmond John Sheppard Volunteers:
James Russell-Redman Jimmy Stallworth
John Strohm Jerry Stone BBS Sysops
Presentation/Equipment Connle Testa John Trotter
Setup and Breakdown: Gary Thierry Matt Trotter Tom Prckett
Longcheng Tsal Oscar Tyler Maggie Moomey
Timothy Carmichael Paul Willlams Russell Walker
John Ogle Claude Walston BBS Steerng Committes
Tom Fowlston
Pch L. Lee Disk of the Month (DOM) Andrew Chalk
voluntcers: DOM Central Committee Kent Cobb
David McGehee
Information/Registration DOM table Preston Brashear Pety Testa
Booth Chades Carter Fred Wlllams
Joe Allen Kathryn Crawtord
Connle Andrews Roy Bales Mack Grunner BBS Champlon
Mike Ashley Richard Bauman Howard Hamllton
Norman Davis Preston Brashear Hal Horton Byl Cotion
Dean Duncan Paul Buehde Kenneth Loafman
Paul Fredd Gene Careton Pete Testa, BBS Liason
Sam Gersh Jay Chambliss PuRlic Relatlons Committee
Rick Griffith Mike Conner
Rodney Haas Lonnie Cordell DOM Review/Presentation Frandis Bright
Vincent Hale Dawn Cupft Annette Hyde
Allan Harbaugh Bl Drissel Roy E. Bales Ron Kesr
Chds Jung Kent Haven Preston Brashear Peh L. Lee
Peh L Lee Pat Henley Mark Gruner Efwood Lindell
John Mackoy E. M. Kelley Paula Hoffman Charles Lucas
Howard McCalla Ron Kemr Ron Kerr Tony Nogueras
Claude McClure Bob Marchlo Don Mayfield Reagan Andrews
\— /
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Stuart Yarus, Member Emeritus

Emeritus membership was established by the Board of Directors to extend our
appreciation to members who have contributed above and beyond the call of ordinary
volunteer. Members chosen for this honor by the Board of Directors have distinguished
themselves through unselfish service, dedication to the goals of the group, and leadership
over a period of years.

At the January meéting, the Board of Directors nominated and approved Stuart Yarus for
our first emeritus membership. Although theré are many in the group who have worked
long and hard, few have worked harder than Stuart. Over the years he has been
President of our group, served on the Board of Directors, and done a great deal of
publicity for the group. Stuart is presently President of \CCD, Computer Council of
Dallas. Congratulations, Stuart.

The bylaws now contains fwo new membership classifications. Associate member was
also added. This extend courtesies to other user associations, computer industry
corporations, and trade publications. This class of membership receives the newsletter
but has no voting privileges. Associate member rolls are reviewed annually.

These changes to the bylaws were approved by a unanimous vote of members at the

January meeting.
Membership Application
NAME: (Last) (Fis) M)
ADDRESS; (Surerde)____
OCCUPATIONPROFESSION;
CITy: ) STATE: 2P:
PHONE: Homa__{ ) Work__( ) (Ex) {Cheek

Proferred. #)
Do you wani access (0 the Club Electronic Bulletin Board? YES|[ | NO| ] Already Have | |

The NTPCUG expects and encourages volunteer partiolpation by members In helping put on the monthly
meotings st INFOMART. This usually consista of a few hours of your time each year. It asked, would you
conglder asstating the Group with one or more of the fallowing activities:

{A] Worldng with NTPCUG Volunteer Committees?

Voluntesr Areas {rom |A) abowe (Pleass chack all that apply.)
|1B]| | Iormationfegisvation  NL)| | Newslener P;B“ | AnancialBooikerping
N | Equipment Setup [DMI( ) Disk of the month DOM) | Publichy/Pubic Reletiors
[B] Giving a talk or demonstretion to a small group?

[C] Giving a tatk or demonstratlon 1o a large group?
[D] Baing a voluntaer, Informal “consultant™ in your area of expertise for NTPCUG members?

Would you be interested if the Group aranges instructional courses (at various levels) in any of the following
areas ata cosl per student of approximataly $5/classroom hour?

(Please circle or specily, indicating level prefered, i.e., beginning, imemmediats, advanced)

|A) Spreadshest software ~ Lotus 1-2-3, Supetcaled, otc. (Ploass spacily)
[B] Data Base sofiware - dBase, RBase, Reflex, elc. (Please specty)
|C1 Word Procoessing software ~ Word Peract, Wordstar, ekc. (Please speciy)
D) Itegrated sofiwara — Framework, Symphony, 8ic. (Plaasa spacify)
E| Programming anguages - APL, Assambly, BASIC, *C", Forian, Forth, Pescal, (other)

Applications should be mailed to: Nornh Texas PC Users Group, P.O. Box 780066 Dallas, TX 75378-0066
(Maks checks payable 10 NTPCUG)Dallas, TX 75378-0066

Payment: $ Check No. Date:/__/__ by:




Meetings & Times

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM Harvard Graphics

10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Hewlett Packard: New Wave

{(Icon-Graphical Interface)

Special Intereét Group Meetings

Scheduled SIG times could change. Check the Bulletin Boardjust before the meeting.
Check room numbers on the overhead display jn the lobby at INFOMART.

&

9:00 - 9:55 ) T 11801188 - 1:00 - 1:55
Assembler Orientabon. Businass Applications
DOS . , LOTUS
Hardware Solutions 12:00-1235 Parsonal Users
Parsonal Usets C Language Turbo Pascal
Communicatons WORD
10:00 - 10:55 Porsocal Usars 200-2:55
Astromelry Stock Mit Investing Advanced Programmers
Graphics A Cypanglysi
Local Area Natworks DAG Easy Acoounting
Personal Users dBase Programmers
North Texas PC Users Group, Inc. . Speclal Interest Groupa

P.O. Box 780066, Dallas, TX 7537 8

Phona (214)746-4689 for recorded Information about the User Group and meeting datss. 810 Gaardinator ;’;&"x‘;ﬁ;’,’;‘ in g:ﬁﬁw‘,
The North Texas PC Users Group, Inc., is @ non-profit, indapendant group, not 2ssociated with IBM of any other  AStometry " m“g’:&k oD (2“‘)5"5'37::
Corporafion. Membarship ks open to owners and othars Interesied in exchanging {deas, Information, hardwars, &m“ﬂhm g g} 157;
predictions, and other itms ratated o IBM Personal and compaiible computers. To join the Group, complete e pginess Apple.  Bruoe Schuben 4 w
apeiication blank prinied on this page, and send it with $24 membarship dues to the Mombership Diractor whose G Language Sid Noks, Ph.D. (2142336178 h
address i shown balow. A subscription to the newsletier is Induded with each membership. The Group meets  Communications  Pete Testa {214}495-7508
once each month, usually on the second Saturday. Seo cover for date, time and place of the nax1 User Group Wm. Bemnett (B17)346-0662
mesting. (817)762-3059 w

Cryptanalysis  John Taber Motro 430-6173
NOTE: To access the BBS Johl Thomas (214)660-1823
Board of Directors outside Aves Coty 313, use. A o 17, DAC Sovare P Shuw 142528
Jim Holsington, Phil Chamberain (This ig NOT a Lol call from Area Code 214) DBase David Hayden (214)544-0928 h
Chalrman 8id Noita, Ph.D. Jack Ajken (21412184348
Reagan Andrews, Ph.D.  Zack Portarfletd BULLETIN BOARD  (817)461-0425 Metro) Dos Jim Hoisinglon (2144163101 h
(817)461-0506 (Metro) R?m Ardrews, PD. (214)828-0638 h
SYSOP: - Tom Prickett Genealogy Minrde Champ (2140416507 h
Officers (volee) (214)690-9067 Graphica Richard Tarreo (214)307-1258 h
Presider Jim Holslngien (21414163101 h Asst SYSOP.— Maggle Moomey Hdw Soutions  David McGehae (214)681-0202 h
Voles Mall  (214)931-4426 Technical Advisors: Fred Williams Gary Johnson (214)337 S676 w
Presidont-Blet  Zsck Porterlield (2141434 (844 w Pete Testa (214997-5851 h
Program Chalr.  John Ogle (214)859-2880 w User Relatons Kent Cobb Local Arsa Nt Fred Willams @14)
Timothy Cammichael  (214) 3318308 w Information Mg Dan Marmlon LOTUS Mark Grunet (214954-3174 h
Treasurer Xon Conner, CPA  (214)669-3377 w Technical Services: Dwight Neal Pat Henley (214220-0216 h
Secretary David McGshes {214)681-0202 h Personal Users  Bob Presley (214)867-1679 h
Membership Di.  John Mackoy @142910787h  Address Changes, etc... Progammers  Keni Cobb (214)343-3554
Adverising D, Ron Kerr (214}3800686W  Payment of dues, address changes, and RBaso pring e o o P
Dot Nonh KahynCawiord o1 gsaegesg | (nquiries about membership should be Con Branham (214)352-0886 h
Group Stalistidan  Connde Testa directed to Stock Madket  Clti Murphy (214]279-7973
Voluntear Coord.  Connle Andrews NTPCUG Membership Director Richard Holemman (141381 4T74 W
P.0O. Box 780066 Turbo Pascal g::n Chick (214)276-2524 h
an Miam 1 1579
Member Emerilus Dallas, Texas 75378-0066 WORD Reagan Andrews, Ph.D. ((gm%
Stuart Yarus (Check newsletter mailing labsl for your renawal  Wordslar Quantin Marshal| (214)748-4830

date..) O Kinard (214)748-4880



North Texas PC Users Group Non Profit Org,
!@' P.O. Box 780066 U. S. Postaga
Dallas, TX 75378-0066 Arﬂnpgd TX
n,
Parrnltg No, 823

Address Correction Requested.
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